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These Gatherings, also called “Trobades” in Catalan, are an educational activity that aims to work 
towards greater inclusion of Roma women and girls at all stages of the education system. 

The first Roma Women Student Gathering took place in Catalonia 20 years ago thanks to the ini-
tiative of the Romani Association of Women Drom Kotar Mestipen Romani Association of Women 
Drom Kotar Mestipen, which has been supporting this event uninterruptedly since then. This 
year 2021, a total of XX editions of the Gatherings will have been held in the most diverse neigh-
bourhoods of Catalonia and with a high presence of people from the Roma community, from La 
Mina or El Bon Pastor in Barcelona, to the Sant Josep Obrer neighbourhood in Reus, or others in 
Terrassa or Tarragona. 

The purpose of this document is to gather and systematise all the information related to the 
preparation, implementation and review of these Gatherings, which the Romani Association of 
Women Drom Kotar Mestipen has collected during these 20 years of implementation. In this way, 
and within the framework presented by the RTransform project: Roma Women transforming the 
educational systems around Europe through their social and political mobilization, funded by 
the European Union and led by Drom Kotar Mestipen, these Gatherings will be replicated in other 
European contexts.

This guide consists of four parts. The first gives an overview of the historical background to the 
Gatherings. The second and third, the scientific theoretical bases on which the Gatherings are 
based, and the strategy, respectively, provide all the information necessary to understand what 
the Gatherings are and how to prepare them. Finally, the fourth part of the guide aims to show the 
impact that the Gatherings have shown to have.

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this guide is to provide all those organisations that want to im-
plement the “Roma Women Student Gatherings” in their respective contexts with 
the necessary information so that they can organise them in a successfull way.

Participants of the XVIII Gathering

https://dromkotar.org/es/inicio/
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PART 1. BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GATHERINGS

The Gatherings initiative began in 2000 and was held in Hospitalet de Llobregat 
(Barcelona). Only two women took part: a Roma girl and her mother.

A year later, on 30 November 2001, the Romani Association of 
Women Drom Kotar Mestipen organised a workshop entitled 
“Roma Women of Barcelona in the 21st Century”. This event, held 
in the Barceloneta civic centre in Barcelona, was attended by 70 
people with the aim of working to ensure that the voices of Roma 
women were taken into account in different social spaces such as 
education, employment, health and social participation. In this 
space, among other things, the importance of the organisation of 
the Gatherings was validated, in which Roma women of different 
ages participated and the importance of giving continuity to the 
Gatherings was reflected upon, this being a unique space of and 
for Roma women, in which they could share their experiences, 
concerns and aspirations on how to ensure that Roma girls and 
people from the community achieve educational success with-
out having to negotiate or abandon their cultural identity. The 
key idea is therefore to achieve educational success by making 
schools and the education system itself a “more Roma” space and 
one that manages to accommodate the cultural diversity that ex-
ists in our society. 

From 2001 to 2021, twenty Gatherings have been organised in dif-
ferent areas of Catalonia, including a virtual edition held in July 
2020 as an adaptation to the conditions generated by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. These Gatherings have been organised by Roma 
women with the support of the Roma Women’s Association Drom 
Kotar Mestipen and its volunteer network in the following loca-
tions: L’Hospitalet (Barcelona 2000); the Besós neighbourhood 
(Barcelona, March 2003), Terrassa (November 2004), Viladecans 
(November 2005), Montcada (2005); the Gracia neighbourhood 
(Barcelona, May 2006); La Mina (Barcelona, November 2006), Llei-
da (January, 2007); Sant Roc (Barcelona, 2007); SantCosme, el Prat 
de Llobregat (January 2009); Reus (June 2009); Badia del Vallés 
(October 2011); Bon Pastor neighbourhood (Barcelona, October 
2012); Campclar (Tarragona, June 2013); Figueres (Girona, October 
2014); Terrasa (November 2015); University of Barcelona (Barcelo-
na, November 2029), I Virtual Gathering (July 2020), and University 
of Tarragona (Tarragona, October 2021).

In the last edition held in person in November 2019, around 300 
Roma women of all ages and from different parts of Catalonia 
gathered in the Paraninfo Hall of the University of Barcelona. 

Poster of the VIII Gathering

Poster of the XII Gathering

Poster of the XVII Gathering
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The holding of a Gathering on a Saturday in the auditorium of the University of Barcelona was an 
unprecedented event both for the university itself and for the Roma people in Catalonia. This was 
due to the symbolic value of both the place and the fact that Roma women, and with them the 
entire community, were also claiming that they wanted to be and participate in this type of public 
space, expressing their desire to also form part of the academic life that is generated there. On 
that day, Roma women, young women and girls filled the Paraninfo, the assembly hall where im-
portant events take place, such as the investiture ceremonies for academic posts or others such 
as the opening of the academic year, conferences, master classes, etc.  On that day, the university 
was filled with Roma women ready to fight for their rights and those of their entire community to 
have a quality education.

PART 1. BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GATHERINGS

In July 2020, in the context of the pandemic, and in response to the concern and right of women 
to have quality health and education, the Gathering was prepared and carried out by women from 
afar using the possibilities offered by technology to connect and communicate from our mobiles, 
computers and tablets. Between 25 and 35 Roma girls and women from very different places took 
part in this 19th Virtual Gathering, which was organised in the context of Catalonia. A team of vol-
unteers from Drom Kotar Mestipen provided technical support to all those women who needed 
help connecting to the internet or using the Zoom platform, both before and during the activity, 
transforming difficulties into learning opportunities to stay connected from a distance.

Participants of the Virtual Gathering

Participants of the Gathering held in 2019

Referents of the 2020 Virtual Gathering 
(due to the pandemic situation)
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PART 2. THEORETICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASES OF THE GATHERINGS

2.1. What are the ROMA WOMEN STUDENT GATHERINGS and what are their 
objectives? 

The Roma Women Student Gatherings is an educational activity for Roma girls, teenagers, adult 
women, mothers and grandmothers who traditionally and, unfortunately also nowadays, have not 
had the opportunity to participate in deciding about their education and their future. The activity 
is open to all Roma women - regardless of their level of education or whether they currently par-
ticipate in education and training activities. The participants of the Gatherings are very diverse 
women: of different ages, with different interests and who have taken very different paths in their 
professional and personal lives.

The objectives we want to achieve with the Gatherings are:

- To achieve a Gathering of and for Roma women, ensuring that Roma women themselves play 
an active role throughout the process of organising the Gatherings, mobilising the women of 
their communities and involving them directly. This is why the Gatherings are organised where 
there are Roma women motivated to get involved in preparing and carrying out the activity.

- Consolidate high educational expectations for Roma students and motivate Roma families 
to improve their expectations, which are sometimes not good because of the racism that 
still persists in many education professionals who demotivate their Roma students or their 
families. It is necessary to transform the current educational system towards a truly inclusive 
educational system, in which the same level of performance is expected from all students 
regardless of their origin or personal circumstances. In order to achieve this objective, the 
Gatherings are attended by Roma women who explain their personal stories of success and 
overcoming difficulties.

- To support women to act and organise themselves for social transformation and to make 
their voices and experiences heard by society as a whole. The Gatherings create links be-
tween Roma women that generate relationships of solidarity that can be activated and gener-
ate support for future situations of difficulty or disseminate initiatives for change in the face 
of any situation of discrimination.

IV Gathering, in Girona 2004

IV Gathering, in Girona 2004
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- Bringing women’s voices to political decision-making spaces. The media and organisations 
have a very important role to play in disseminating women’s voices by publicising the de-
mands and solutions proposed by the women themselves at the Gatherings.

- Democratising access to scientific knowledge. 
The Article 27 of the of the Declaration of Fun-
damental Rights of the United Nations in 1948 
states the right of everyone to take part in sci-
entific progress and to take advantage of its 
benefits. Scientific knowledge must be applied 
and used to improve education and people’s 
lives. Unfortunately, many times, this knowl-
edge is restricted to academic circles. The 
Gatherings serve to disseminate this knowl-
edge to women so that they themselves can find out what practices or elements have enough 
scientific evidence to show that if they are implemented, there is an improvement in quality 
education for all students.

PART 2. THEORETICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASES OF THE GATHERINGS

Viladecans Gathering, 2005

2.2. Scientific evidence

The Gatherings are an educational action based on scientific evidence that has been proven to 
contribute to the educational inclusion of Roma women and girls. The activity has a social impact 
on improving the educational expectations, the associationism and the life of Roma women and, 
by extension, of Roma communities. 

→ What do we mean when we say it is an evidence-based practice?

We mean that the practice is based on existing knowledge gathered in reference 
studies or data published by reliable sources or in indexed scientific journals.

The model of inclusive education, as stated in the European Schools’ Successful 
Actions guide, written in the framework of the European Includ-ed* project, aims 
at the active participation of all pupils, with the help of the teacher and other 
material or human resources. Inclusion not only provides equal opportunities 
but is committed to equal achievement for all pupils. In other words, equal op-
portunities imply equal educational expectations for all learners.

* https://sede.educacion.gob.es/publiventa/PdfServlet?pdf=VP14963.pdf&area=E

→ What does educational inclusion mean and how does it relate to educational expectations?

https://sede.educacion.gob.es/publiventa/PdfServlet?pdf=VP14963.pdf&area=E
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The Gatherings open a space for egalitarian dialogue in which scientific knowledge about quality 
education is shared and all participating women can learn and contribute by sharing their con-
cerns and dreams about their own education and that of their children, discussing the barriers 
they face in the world of education and the actions needed to overcome them. 

This is a clear case of dialogical feminism (Butler, & Puigvert, 2003) which, as opposed to tradi-
tional feminism that represented only the concerns and demands of a very specific and privi-
leged sector of women speaking on behalf of all, proposes the need to generate a dialogue that 
also includes other women belonging to the most vulnerable sectors of society, such as women 
without academic training or from the working class. For this dialogic model of feminism, Lidia 
Puigvert, professor of sociology at the University of Barcelona and researcher on feminism and 
gender violence, argues that

“The creation of “new spaces of interaction and dialogue between academic women, including 
women professors and researchers, and “other women”, i.e. women belonging to other vulnerable 
groups, such as non-academic women, immigrant women or women from ethnic minorities such 
as Roma in Europe, is essential. All of them had traditionally been excluded from feminist debates 
(De Botton, Puigvert, & Sánchez, 2005) and now also contribute to the feminist struggle. This 
dialogical shift means that no one today questions the importance of this diversity in feminist 
movements. (Puigvert, 2012, p. 90).

This emphasis on dialogue is based on the communicative methodology (Gómez, Puigvert & Fle-
cha, 2011), recognised for its transformative nature and its potential to foster social change, espe-
cially with socially vulnerable communities (Mertens & Sordé, 2014).  Based on Habermas, German 
philosopher and sociologist, a reference author in the field of social science, who affirms that all 
people are capable of language and action, that is, that all people can provide arguments that 
contribute to building knowledge, the communicative methodology is based on the following 
elements:

- Inclusion of the participants’ voices: the Gatherings include the voices of Roma women.

- Breaking the methodological gap: this gap refers to the hierarchy between researchers or 
academics and people from socially vulnerable groups who are the object of study. In the 
Gatherings, Roma women and women researchers/academics participate in the same space 
and collaborate to contribute to improving education.

- Recognition of cultural intelligence: all people have the capacity to learn. The Gatherings 
value the contributions of all women regardless of their academic level.

“At that moment, when I attended the Bon Pastor Gathering in 2012 (...) I realised that 
the world is the way we see it and we set the barriers for ourselves... no one else. So-
ciety and different situations can put barriers in our way, but you can remove them if 
you want to. If you want to, you can overcome those barriers. It was like a confirma-
tion: “Go this way”! (...) Then, when the Gathering was over, I ran to Ana: Ana, Ana, Ana! 
[name of one of the women referents and member of Drom Kotar Mestipen]. We have 
to meet. I want to do things. So I started by taking the university entrance exam for 
people over 25 years old”. 

Tatiana, Roma woman. “
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This is the Royal Academy of the Language definition of equal opportunities: 
“Absence of any direct or indirect discrimination on the basis of disability, in-
cluding any distinction, exclusion or restriction which has the purpose or effect 
of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by persons with 
disabilities, on an equal basis, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
the political, economic, social, labour, cultural, civil or any other field”.* 

* https://dpej.rae.es/lema/igualdad-de-oportunidades

PART 2. THEORETICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASES OF THE GATHERINGS

Following the key elements of the communicative methodology and dialogical feminism, the 
Gatherings are committed to generating spaces for dialogue in which scientific knowledge about 
education is shared by experts and academics and participants can express their opinions and 
concerns about the education system by suggesting their ideas and proposals regarding the ac-
tions needed to overcome the obstacles they still encounter due to their experience as Roma 
women. 

These obstacles exist because there is still discrimination and there is no equal opportunity in 
education. 

→ What does equal opportunity mean?

The Gatherings and their relation to the 7 principles of dialogical learning.

The Roma Women Student Gatherings are theoretically based on the seven principles of what is 
called “dialogical learning” a way of understanding learning that must be kept in mind through-
out the process of preparation, development and continuity of the activity.

“The Gathering has had a lot of impact on us. After the Gathering, because I have a 
daughter with a disability, I said, yes, why not? Why don’t I study special education? 
So, I did it. I’ve done a vocational course in special education and now I’m doing an-
other one on social integration, and I’m doing my internship in the same school where 
we organised the Gathering! But I’m not working yet...”. 

Assumpta, Roma woman.

“This space for the participation of Roma women is very good, I am a father of two girls 
and I want the best for them, they have to be educated to be prepared, and if possible 
go to higher education. My dream is for my girls to make their voices heard and not 
have to keep quiet”.  

Father of a Roma student who participated in the Roma Women Student Gathering.

“

“

https://dpej.rae.es/lema/igualdad-de-oportunidades
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Dialogic learning occurs, according to the European SEAs4all project’s Guide to 
Dialogic Learning in the Information* Society, in dialogues that are egalitari-
an, in interactions in which the cultural intelligence in all people is recognised 
and which are oriented towards the transformation of previous levels of knowl-
edge and socio-cultural context to move towards success for all. Dialogic learn-
ing occurs in interactions that enhance instrumental learning, favour personal 
and social meaning-making, are guided by principles of solidarity and in which 
equality and difference are compatible and mutually enriching values (Aubert 
et al., 2008: 167).

* https://seas4all.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/M2_APRENDIZAJE-DIAL-SOCIEDAD-INFO.pdf

PART 2. THEORETICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASES OF THE GATHERINGS

→ What do we mean when we talk about dialogical learning?

1. Egalitarian dialogue: All persons participating in the dialogue are considered as equals; their 
contributions are valued according to the validity of the arguments they put forward, and not 
according to the position of power or legitimacy that a person has in a group. This is the way in 
which the working groups that take place during the Gatherings work. All the participating women 
can express their opinions freely, with the guarantee that their arguments will be listened to and 
taken into account for their value.

2. Cultural intelligence: Everyone has the capacity to learn, thanks to cultural intelligence. Con-
tributions will be taken into account and the origin of this knowledge will be equally valued. We 
can find an example of this type of intelligence in different interactions between the women who 
organise the Gatherings. A Roma woman who has not had access to schooling but who has exten-
sive experience in selling at markets, for example, will have acquired, thanks to her professional 
experience, different resources, knowledge and skills that can be useful for solving possible prob-
lems that may arise during the preparation of the Gatherings.

The 7 principles of dialogic learning are: 

https://seas4all.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/M2_APRENDIZAJE-DIAL-SOCIEDAD-INFO.pdf
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3. Transformation: The participants have the capacity, through their involvement, to overcome so-
cial, labour and educational exclusion by themselves, thus producing their own transformation.  
This concept makes it clear that change is produced from and with the participants. The women 
who attend the Gatherings are the ones who decide, if they so wish, to change their dynamic in 
terms of their relationship with training. It is the participants themselves who decide, take the 
initiative, and ultimately carry out studies that can be catalysts for a new way of life.

4. Instrumental dimension: People decide 
among themselves what they want to learn, 
which enables them to acquire instrumental 
knowledge [which is the knowledge needed 
to progress through the different stages of 
education and which is essential for living 
in today’s society]. It is therefore important 
that the participants themselves select the 
content. These characteristic forms part of 
the basis of the preparation of the Trobades, 
as although the participants have the sup-
port of an organisation, it is the participants 
themselves who decide on the topic to be 
dealt with in each edition of the Gatherings.

5. Creating meaning: Through participation, participants see a space for learning, for relating to 
others, and for the possibility of active participation, giving meaning to the activity. Meaning aris-
es because people relate to each other, decide together what they want to learn and what they 
want to discuss. That is why it is important for the women who are part of the organising commit-
tee, among which there are women of diverse profiles (women in vulnerable situations, academic 
women, technical women) to decide together on the theme around which they want to focus the 
Gathering, ensuring that the focus of the theme is based on scientific knowledge.

6. Solidarity: During the Gatherings, the participants help each other, leaving aside any indi-
vidualism. It is common during the Roma Women Student Gatherings to observe spontaneous 
displays of solidarity. For example, in the working groups, those who have spoken the least are 
encouraged to participate so that they can make their contributions in a safe and respectful at-
mosphere.

7. Equality of differences: The diversity of people is valued, identifying difference as positive, to-
gether with the value of equality. The plurality of the participants will be considered positive, as 
the diversity of their experiences and knowledge favours and enriches the Gatherings, as there 
are more different women who, from their own experience as Roma women, give their vision, 
eliminating prejudices and stigmas and inspiring other women. The value of difference is present 
in all the activities that take place during the Gatherings. All women, girls, or teenagers, who wish 
to do so, can take part in the Gatherings as participants, or as part of the organising committee, 
whatever their age, profile or academic background. 

PART 2. THEORETICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASES OF THE GATHERINGS

Role model table, XVIII Gathering at Universitat de Barcelona, 2019

https://www.die-bonn.de/sciencelit/equality-of-differences?lang=en&


10INTERGENERATIONAL ROMA WOMEN STUDENT GATHERINGS FROM CATALONIA

↑ INDEX

PART 3. THE STRATEGY: BUILDING TOGETHER THE DREAM OF 
GATHERINGS

PART 3. THE STRATEGY: BUILDING TOGETHER THE DREAM OF GATHERINGS

There are 6 key criteria to be taken into account in order to prepare and im-
plement the Roma Women Student Gatherings with the greatest guarantee of 
success. According to the experience of the Romani Association of Women Drom 
Kotar Mestipen, these 6 key criteria are as follows:  

3.1. The organising committee: theme selection

Each Gathering has a “coordination committee” made up of Roma and non-Roma women who 
are motivated or who have been encouraged to make the Gathering possible. This committee is 
made up of diverse women with different profiles: some who have never organised an activity of 
this type, others with experience in organisations or entities and others with an academic back-
ground. This diversity in the committee makes it possible to incorporate different perspectives 
in the organisation of the activity and to develop it with the highest quality and impact for all 
women.

The Roma Women Student Gatherings are not held at the headquarters of the association that 
supports the women, but are held in an educational centre in a neighbourhood or territory where 
the group of Roma women who wish to organise the Gathering in their territory and who are part 
of the organising committee live. Therefore, instead of asking Roma women to come to the head-
quarters of the grassroots organisation for an activity, local women are invited to take part in the 
organisation of the event. This is explained by a person who is part of the Drom Kotar Mestipen 
Association:

The coordination committee oversees the local organisation of the event and receives support 
from the organisation from the beginning of the preparation of the activity until the end. The 
women of the communities where the Gatherings take place are directly involved in preparing the 
contents of the Gathering and its dissemination. The organisations have an accompanying role.

“Go to the neighbourhoods. Not even the oldest associations have done that (...) 
because organising an event with so many people imply, going.... I mean, the event 
doesn’t start on that day, it starts much earlier. Normally, the established associa-
tions think that the events should be organised at their headquarters, so they decide 
everything .... So on the day of the event they say: Let’s see who is here: those people 
will come, the others who already confirmed me will come too.... So they are not used 
to do a previous work in the neighbourhoods”.

Georgina, non-Roma woman member of Drom Kotar Mestipen.

“I took part in the organisation of the 12th edition of the Roma Women Student Gath-
ering in Reus, in the Sant Josep Obrer neighbourhood where I live. I decided to partic-
ipate more actively in the Gathering and its organisation for young people, so that... 

“
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...they don’t go around all the time, doing nothing with their lives. I took part in the 
organisation, preparing, leading the tables, organising all the little details, talking to 
the Roma women in the neighbourhood, etc”.

Loli Santiago, Roma woman participating in the XII Roma Women Student Gathering.

“
3.2. The organising committee: theme selection

Each Gathering is organised following the same structure, which is important to maintain, as it 
has been shown throughout all the experiences in Catalonia that this structure works successfully 
to generate knowledge and dialogue among the women attending. 

This structure allows:

- The presentation of evidence with the aim of situating a current problem in the educational 
field with regard to the experiences of Roma girls and women who have studied at different 
levels and who are positive references for the rest of the participants. 

- The generation of a space for debate with all the participants of the Gathering where ex-
periences and concerns are shared, and proposals and alternatives are discussed, which are 
finally shared with all the participating women.

On the day of the Gathering, the activity allows:

- To make Role Models, with a successful educational trajectory.

- Democratising the results of scientific research and studies on successful education. 

- Raising the educational expectations of Roma girls and young women.

- To increase the motivation of Roma girls and young women to continue studying or to start 
new educational projects. 

- To end the feeling of loneliness, raise awareness and propose solutions to the barriers that 
Roma girls and young women face in the education system.

- Breaking stereotypes about Roma women and Roma community.

The structure of the Gatherings is as follows:

Opening 
table

1.

4. 5. 6.

2. 3.

CelebrationWorking 
groups

Evidence- 
Based    

Conference

Plenary of 
the working 

groups or 
conclusions

The Role 
Model 
Table
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Opening table

The opening table brings together different people from the world of politics, representatives of 
associations, or people representing the public administration who have been invited to attend 
and follow the event. The opening table is the most formal part of the Gatherings, in which the 
people who form part of the table usually speak for a few minutes to welcome the participants 
and to start the event.

Evidence-based conference

The activity begins with the presentation of the theme (“the problem”) that has been agreed 
among the people who are part of the organising committee. In this part, research results and 
scientific studies on the topic on which the Gathering is going to focus are presented with the aim 
of generating learning among the participants and democratising access to this scientific knowl-
edge. Some examples of topics that have been discussed in the framework of the Gatherings 
have been: “The educational progress of Roma women in recent years”, “The difference between 
occurrences (false beliefs) and evidence (practices that have been proven to work) in education”, 
“The 0 violence approach from 0 years of age”. 

Role model table

The second part consists of a round table 
with Roma girls and women who act as 
role models. The women who take part 
in the Role Model table have an educa-
tional or training background that has 
overcome discriminatory obstacles and 
has managed to overcome expectations 
and share their stories with the girls and 
women who are at the Gathering. At the 
beginning of the Gatherings it was difficult to find references in Catalonia; they were invited from 
other parts of Spain and their profiles were similar. Today, there are many women who are role 
models and a selection is made, always prioritising the diversity of areas of study and age. In the 
2019 edition of the Gatherings, a grandmother in the literacy process and a young Roma woman 
with a PhD in Sociology participated in the same table, also highlighting a referent in the scientific 
field, which is usually a difficult area of study for women regardless of their origin.

2019 Gathering’s Role Model table

“The different profiles, very enriching, the diversity of the presentations reaches 
everyone, because those who were deciding whether to study or not [...] and those 
who were halfway through, could listen to the other version of this girl who left and 
came back and said that it was not impossible. This diversity means that we can all 
identify with each other, even if we are on different paths”.

Tamara, Roma woman participating in the XVIII Gathering. “
As the European Commission has recognised, role models have great potential to build 
a more inclusive society. In this sense, the European Commission explains that role
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models “inspire people to grow, to take control of their lives” and that they also “encourage 
others to participate in society and to think differently about themselves and their place in their 
communities”. The Romani Association of Women Drom Kotar Mestipen has promoted the visibil-
ity of women leaders within the Roma women’s community since the beginning of its activity. At 
the Gatherings, women in similar situations find inspiration and strength to embrace new per-
sonal projects and generate transformative relationships among themselves.

The promotion of women role models is a characteristic that defines the Gatherings and is very 
valuable because, due to anti-Gypsyism and sexism, there is a lack of social visibility of Roma 
women as role models: it is not that these Roma women role models do not exist, but they are 
not usually present in the media or in other spaces of power in society. This means that they are 
there but that they are not paid attention to. The fact that these women are visible can inspire 
other women and, in general, other people in the community to pursue their studies and aspire 
to successful educational paths and careers. 

Working groups

Participants are then divided into small groups to discuss the topics previously discussed in the 
initial lecture and at the role model table.  The women attending are assigned a group at the 
beginning of the activity and are randomly distributed in order to promote an enriching mix and 
new relationships. Each group is made up of the same number of women and has a Roma woman 
from the organisation who facilitates the discussion by proposing questions and taking turns to 
speak. It is important to ensure that there is an atmosphere of discussion focused on the search 
for solutions and that all voices are heard and taken into account, as well as encouraging the 
participation of those women who have not taken part and distributing speaking time equally 
among all the women. Roma women have the floor at all times, in the event that there are people 
who are present in the groups as part of the staff of the organisation supporting the Gathering as 
volunteers, these people must remain silent and ensure that they do not impede the discussion 
among the women.

When I attended the Gathering in Bon Pastor in 2012 and saw all the women there 
telling their stories, Aurora’s story and also the story of other women there.... when I 
saw all that, it made me feel so good ... I realised that I could do it too (...) So, if other 
Roma women have been role models for me, I hope that one day I can be a positive 
role model for other women in this neighbourhood... women who know me and know 
about my situation (...) We are working to improve the future of the Roma people, for 
Roma women”.

Tatiana, Roma woman member of Drom Kotar Mestipen. “

“When people shared their opinions, it was evident that progress was very great, in 
the working groups, everyone wanted to participate, everyone shared, facilitating the 
participation of everyone is what makes it so enriching” .

Estrella, Roma woman participating in the XVIII Gathering. “
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In all the working groups, there is a person who takes on the role of secretary and is in charge of 
collecting the contributions made by the women, without interpreting or modifying them, but in 
a literal way and respecting the literal words and expressions of the women.

Plenary of the working groups or conclusions

Finally, to conclude the event, the ideas and reflections of the working groups are presented to all 
the women attending by a Roma woman representative of each small group and finally presented 
as the conclusions of the Gathering.

3.3. Plan ahead

The activity that has become an empowerment tool that leads different Roma women - some 
who were already active in changing injustices and others who were not - to organise together to 
change their lives and to extend their social involvement in the Roma community, in their neigh-
bourhood, and in schools. 

For this to happen it is necessary to plan the Roma Women Student Gatherings with enough time 
to be able to contact Roma women or people who work directly with women on a peer-to-peer 
basis who are already active and who already participate together with other women in their day-
to-day life. These people make it possible to reach Roma women who are not directly involved in 
movements but who can benefit from the social impact of the Gatherings. 

Therefore, when starting to organise a Gathering, the organising committee has to ask itself who 
are the active women in the community or the people who work with Roma women on a daily 
basis from an egalitarian perspective. They can be people involved in educational centres, so-
cial agents, church leaders, people involved in pro-Roma associations/organisations, etc. Work is 
needed to contact these people directly and invite them to disseminate the Gathering among the 
women with whom they have contact.

Through these people who already act as community leaders, different Roma women with differ-
ent realities are connected and through the common project of making the Gathering a reality, a 
process of empowerment is made possible that leads Roma women to mobilise and recover their 
dreams that were once left behind.

The creation of transforming interactions takes place not only during the Gathering itself but also 
during the entire preparatory and decision-making process leading up to the Gathering. In this 
way, it promotes associationism among Roma women, their capacity to organise collectively and 
to act in order to achieve a fairer society.

The Gatherings are held once or twice a year on a Saturday afternoon to ensure that women can 
attend the Gathering and that it does not coincide with their school schedule.

It is also important to organise and finance a transport service throughout the territory to pro-
mote the attendance of women from different cities and neighbourhoods to the event.
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3.4. Roma women are the protagonists

3.5. Creating a space for everyone, including children

The Gatherings are not just about what happens on the day of the activity but the long process 
behind it. Women do not only participate during the event. It is important that the women feel 
that it is their Gathering, a space for them, and to achieve this it is not enough to invite them, but 
that they are the ones who lead the whole preparation process from the first detail to the last. 
This makes the difference in the transformation and the impact that the Gatherings generate. 

Organisations provide support, facilitate infrastructures and also actively contribute to democ-
ratising scientific evidence, but women and equal dialogue with them are always at the centre. 
Therefore, decisions are always taken according to their interests and their expressed opinions, 
not in relation to the assumptions or beliefs that some people who lead the organisations may 
have without having had a dialogue with the women of the community. It is necessary to promote 
an equal dialogue with and between Roma women in order to share scientific knowledge on edu-
cation and to dialogue taking into account what the women themselves experience, the barriers 
they encounter, their concerns and their proposals in relation to this scientific knowledge.

The organisation of the Gatherings has proved the creation of solidarity relations between Roma 
women as well as between Roma women and non-Roma women members of the association. 

Strategies to consider that organisations can contribute to increase participation are:

- Facilitate a space for the care of children throughout the Gathering as well as in the prepa-
ration and dissemination meetings beforehand. Men, who can participate in the event as 
volunteers, can also contribute in this regard.

- Information on image rights and privacy has to be given to the participants in a clear and trans-
parent way and they have to decide for themselves or for the minors in their care. Furthermore, 
the purpose for which the images and conclusions of the Gatherings are to be used must be made 
clear. To this end, consent clauses should be included in the registration form (whether online or 
in person before the Gathering).

“Working together, because everything has to be the result of dialogue between Roma 
and non-Roma women.... And I think this is one of the most important things of DKM 
[referring to the Romani Association of Women Drom Kotar Mestipen]... this is one of 
the successes of DKM... because it is from all of us, for each one of us...” “I don’t know, I 
think it is a solidarity that comes from below.... It’s... authentic... if a Roma woman has 
to do something and she comes to DKM, and knocks on our door, we will stop what 
we are doing and we will help her [...] it’s a very authentic solidarity [...] it’s a very au-
thentic solidarity... And I think this is a huge contribution to Roma feminism, because 
it multiplies everything.... It is a vaccine against discouragement”. 

Carmen, Roma woman member of Drom Kotar Mestipen. “
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During the day of the Gathering:

- The diverse needs of all women must be foreseen and covered. For example, the space has 
to be adapted to different mobility situations (wheelchair users, people with mobility diffi-
culties, children’s pushchairs, etc.). The possibility of incorporating translations must also be 
considered.

3.6. Celebration: like a Roma wedding

The sense of celebration, knowing that we are celebrating something, is important throughout the 
process, and is present at all stages of the Gathering. Even before arriving at the Gathering place, 
often on the bus carrying the participants, a festive atmosphere begins to be felt, culminating in 
a performance or an artistic act that serves to bring the Gathering to an end.

PART 4. THE IMPACT

4.1. Continuity of the Gatherings based on women’s voices

During this process, Roma women take the floor and become empowered for social transforma-
tion. One story that reflects this empowerment is the case of Aurora, a Roma woman who had an 
extraordinary educational background and who was involved in the Pentecostal Church and who 
was a role model in her community but who went on to become a visible leader of the community.

In addition to the personal level, when this impact is generated collectively in a group of women, 
they organise themselves to formally establish their own Romany women’s associations. All the 
motivation and organisational capacity of these local groups of women articulated around the 
Gatherings, once the activity is over, are organised collectively to improve the lives of the Romany 
women and, in general, of the whole community.

Asumpta, from Figueres (Girona), who was involved in the organisation of the Gathering held 
there in 2014, explained how the success of the event (with a participation of more than 200 wom-

[Speaking about the first time she met the Romani Association of Women Drom Kotar 
Mestipen]. (...) I had no other expectations. It was... to get a job and to get some stabil-
ity, I think these were my expectations.... But of course, when I started to collaborate 
with the Drom Kotar Mestipen, we realised that I can defend the right of the Roma 
people, and the rights of Roma women, and when I started to research... I got involved 
in activism.... All this was much more interesting, much more important for me, very 
exciting (...) I hadn’t found the meaning of the idea of being a lawyer”. 

Aurora, Roma woman member of Drom Kotar Mestipen. “

PART 4. THE IMPACT
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en from all over Catalonia), motivated her and other Roma women from the neighbourhood to or-
ganise themselves to bring their specific demands for quality education to the school authorities.

The Shine Association of Roma Women (pseudonym) located in the Sant Josep Obrer neighbour-
hood in Reus is also an example of this case. Members of the Drom Kotar Mestipen accompanied 
the women who created the association throughout the process, supporting them in the different 
tasks they needed to carry out. Founding members of the women’s association explained how the 
organisation of the Gathering in their neighbourhood in 2009 was a key impetus for the estab-
lishment of the organisation.

The Roma Women Student Gatherings do not end on the day of the activity but it is important to 
take advantage of all the contributions that Roma women have made to give continuity to their 
proposals, demands and solutions and to transform their dreams into realities. 

In this sense and based on a bottom-up approach [from women to political decision-making 
spheres], a document of general conclusions of each Gathering is generated, which is written tak-
ing into account the final reflections presented by each working group, as well as the minutes of 
the different groups. This document of conclusions must be validated by all the members of the 
Gathering organising committee, which includes Roma women.

These general conclusions inform and guide the programme of actions and political influence of 
the associations that co-organised the Gatherings to work in the coming months with other allies 
(other NGOs or groups working with the Roma community, public institutions such as schools and 
local churches, political representatives, among others) in their quest for the educational rights 
of all Roma girls and women, thus paving the way for a fairer and more inclusive society.

“I believe that the creation of the Association was prompted by the celebration of the 
Gathering in Reus, because it was formally constituted two months after it. And I to-
tally understand that... Anyone who participates in a Gathering has the strength to do 
whatever they want; you are there, doing everything... getting new ideas, seeing how 
people collaborate!”. 

Esther, Roma woman member of Drom Kotar Mestipen. “

PART 4. THE IMPACT

4.2. The impact of the Gatherings on society

With the Gatherings we hope to contribute to the dissemination of this practice, with all the as-
pects that define it, in particular, the direct participation of Roma women in all aspects of the 
Gatherings and the creation of networks of solidarity and knowledge, based on an idea of learn-
ing based on quality and respectful interactions between people.

As stated in the guide, the activity generates a positive impact in the field of education. It contrib-
utes to increasing the presence of Roma girls and women in training activities and, at the same 
time, encouraging girls to stay in education during secondary education and university, as well as 
promoting the training of adult Roma women.
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The Gatherings are an activity that can also be 
adapted to a virtual format and there are experienc-
es that already prove that technology can be used 
to hold this activity from a distance. Specifically, in 
the virtual edition that was held in the Catalan con-
text due to the pandemic situation, in July 2020, the 
digital tool Zoom was used, as it allows video calls 
in an accessible way with interesting functions to 
organise the activity (sharing the screen, asking for 
turns to speak, creating subtitles, dividing groups). 
The important thing is to maintain the sense and strategy of the Gatherings and, in this way, even 
if the format is adapted, the transformation and social impact continues to be generated.

PART 4. THE IMPACT

The Gatherings, co-organised with the women, also generate networks of solidarity among wom-
en who become visible community leaders or organise themselves into associations to improve 
their lives and that of their communities not only in the educational dimension but in all aspects: 

“By participating in the organisation of the Gatherings, local women are mobilised, become pro-
tagonists and take on roles that make them visible in the public sphere [...]. In this sense, they 
are in charge of identifying and contacting stakeholders at grassroots level to support the events, 
establish alliances with these parties and, once the event is over, engage in the defence of their 
rights as Roma women and those of the Roma community. [...] In the territories where the Gath-
erings are organised, associative life among the Roma community and among Roma women is 
articulated” (own translation, Aiello et al., 2019).

Media such as Diario Feminista or La Vanguardia have published articles related to the Gather-
ings, a fact that shows the relevance of the event for society in general. These are two examples 
of media publications: 

«The European Rtransform Project starts today, a dream of 
transformation for Roma girls and women in Europe». 

«Catalonia to participate in European project to promote Roma 
inclusion». 

Diario Feminista

La Vanguardia

XVIII Roma Women Student Gathering of Catalonia

4.3. The digital world is also Roma: “virtual editions” and tools

XIX Roma Women Student Gathering (online)

https://eldiariofeminista.info/2020/12/01/el-proyecto-europeo-rtranform-comienza-hoy-un-sueno-de-transformacion-para-las-ninas-y-mujeres-gitanas-en-europa/
https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20201126/49729002447/cataluna-participara-en-proyecto-europeo-para-promover-inclusion-de-gitanas.html?utm_term=botones_sociales&utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social
https://eldiariofeminista.info/2020/12/01/el-proyecto-europeo-rtranform-comienza-hoy-un-sueno-de-transformacion-para-las-ninas-y-mujeres-gitanas-en-europa/
https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20201126/49729002447/cataluna-participara-en-proyecto-europeo-para-promover-inclusion-de-gitanas.html?utm_term=botones_sociales&utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social
https://eldiariofeminista.info/2020/12/01/el-proyecto-europeo-rtranform-comienza-hoy-un-sueno-de-transformacion-para-las-ninas-y-mujeres-gitanas-en-europa/
https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20201126/49729002447/cataluna-participara-en-proyecto-europeo-para-promover-inclusion-de-gitanas.html?utm_term=botones_sociales&utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social
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THE VOICES OF WOMEN

The following is a collection of testimonies from some of the participants in the eighteenth Roma 
Women Student Gathering:

“Many barriers that we have on an individual level are broken. Not only do we have 
limitations because we are women, and because we are Roma, but on a daily basis, 
we have many limitations that we even place on ourselves. We think we can’t achieve 
it, we think it’s impossible, but being able to find yourself face to face with someone, 
similar to you and with a similar life, and that you see that this person can achieve 
something, gives you incredible strength, encourages you to pursue your dreams”. 

Estrella, Roma woman. “
“It’s all about motivation, bringing closer a Roma reality that sometimes is not made 
visible, we are not aware that it exists, motivating them, feeling identified, strong, I can 
achieve it, there are more Roma women who study, so I am not feeling weird anymore”. 

Tamara, Roma woman.

“Seeing these role models and these girls who are encouraged to study means that 
the younger ones are going to have those examples, because can tell them (the young 
ones), ah! Well, your cousin is studying so and so, the other one that other thing”. 

Manuela, Roma woman.

“It is super necessary to break stereotypes before non-Roma people, because we are 
not what it is shown on TV”. 

Sulamita, Roma woman.

“

“
“

IV Gathering in Girona, 2004
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