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Executive Summary
Roma Women transforming the educational systems around Europe through their social and
political mobilizations (RTransform) explores how Roma women are transforming educational
systems through social and political mobilization. This report is a summary of the desk-based
research carried out in Work Package 1 of the project and was a study carried out during the
first three months of the project (Dec 2020-March 2021). This document was completed by
political partners which includes: P4 Centre Amalipe (BU), Roma and Social Innovation
Programme (SP), Municipality of Ampelokipi-Memeni (GR), DR Ambedkar Gimnazium
Szakkozepiskolla, Szakiskola és Altano School (HU), Coventry University (UK). This report offers
details and tables for Spain, the UK, Greece and Hungary and looks specifically at the following
seven thematic areas: i) Early school-leaving; ii) Participation in early childhood education and
compulsory schooling; iii) Participation in superior educational levels; iv) Segregation of Roma
pupils in education v) Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities; vi) Antiimmigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse; and vii) Experience of discrimination of Roma women.
The information has been placed in a table to ensure that the information is easy to access and
can be easily referenced. We see this document as a living document that offers a baseline for
the start of the project but can be further developed. The findings highlight that the seven
thematic areas are in need of working horizontally with grassroots Roma women. The deskbased research shows that the countries referenced are not implementing the laws and that
the majorities of grassroots Roma women are hidden from mainstream society and are in the
most precarious situations. The Roma community is excluded and this report offers insight into
best-practice examples. The projects and studies that have been most successful and had an
impact on the Roma have been those with horizontal and inclusive of a heterogeneous
community. The desk-based research has selected projects or academic studies are from
reputable references and underpinned in ethically sound and rigorous work. We have coauthored the document to ensure that the leads in each country can crosscheck the sources
with the grassroots women and ensure that the reality is referenced.

Partners
The consortium is diverse and includes a range of individuals that work for political entities,
schools, organizations, charities and municipalities.


LEAD-Romani Women’s Association Drom Kotar Mestipen (SP)
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Coventry University- Centre for Dance Research (UK)
Alternative Innovative Development (GR)
Amrita Pályaorientációs Baráti Kö r Egyesü let (HU)
Amalipe Center for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance (BU)
Care for young people’s future CIC (UK)
Catalan Government-Roma and Social Innovation Programme - Directorate- General for
Civic and Community Action (SP)
Municipality of Ampelokipi – Menemeni (GR)
Dr. Á mbédkar Gimnázium, Szakkö zépiskola, Szakiskola, Á ltalános Iskola és Martin Luther
King Kö zépiskolai Kollégium

Project Overview
The project addresses social inclusion with the potentiality of promoting education among
Roma women and girls. The European Union has taken action to implement Roma integration
strategies and sets of policy measures aimed at improving the situation of Roma and at closing
the existing gaps between Roma and the general population.
The purpose of the project is to influence policies using a bottom up approach by disseminating
and scaling up an evidence-based practice which has shown to contribute to Roma women and
girls’ educational and social inclusion through the promotion of high and quality education and
the creation of a space for debate for this socially disadvantaged group. This evidence-based
practice is the “Roma Women Students’ Gathering” (RWSG), an initiative that has been
organized, with the active involvement of Grassroots Roma women for eighteen years. RWSG
from Catalonia are events where only Roma women participate to exchange experiences to
overcome the absenteeism and school failures. Around 300 Roma women participate in each
meeting. There are two key elements: the intergenerational aspect and the visibility of role
models to inspire other Roma Women. The Project will transfer the RWSG to diverse
environments and measure its impact and use the information gathered to generate a toolkit,
guide, film, policy recommendations and academic articles.

Introduction
The deliverable is an overview of the current state of play in Hungary, UK, Greece, Spain and
Bulgaria and was completed by the consortium partners listed above. This report should be
seen as an overview of the reality from a number of perspectives and we have a micro and
macro overview that is underpinned in evidence-based information from reputable sources. In
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some instances, the project partners have highlighted projects they have been involved in and
in other instances they have relied on desk-based research referencing European or national
reports, projects that are evidenced-based, highly-ranked academic articles and grassroots
community knowledge. This report and gathering this baseline is an important component of
the quality assurance plan and a way to gauge impact and any change happening at a variety of
levels. Without this foundational work, we will be unable to make claims and highlight a
starting place for the project. Therefore, this document does not aim to cover all projects in the
relevant countries but rather offer snapshots into the realities as interpreted by the project
partners and the lead of the deliverable.

Methodology
As the project is grounded in employing Communicative Methodology there is an egalitarian
and dialogical mode of working that has been employed in putting this document together.
There were a series of conversations that took place to ensure that the partners contributing
understood the task and could ask questions as and when. Since each context is extremely
different and each partner is working with a varied team, the WP leader and project
coordinator was providing regular check-ins for the contributors.
The template was created in M1 of the project and circulated in M2, allowing each partner
exactly 1 month to complete. The template was divided into sections and a table was used to
help steer the format of the information gathered. It was noticed that the tables allowed for
easy access of the content.

Thematic Content
Taking as reference the EU Roma strategy and its objectives for 2030 in relation to education,
we have selected 7 key topics to be researched in each national context.
Examples of topics:
1. Early school-leaving
2. Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling
3. Participation in superior educational levels
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4. Segregation of Roma pupils in education
5.

Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities

6.

Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse

7. Experience of discrimination of Roma women
For the EU Roma Strategy, the aim is full equality, and the Commission has proposed minimum
targets for 2030, building on progress made under the previous framework. These include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Cutting the proportion of Roma with experience of discrimination by at least half;
Doubling the proportion of Roma filing a report when experiencing discrimination;
Reducing the poverty gap between Roma and general population by at least half;
Cutting the gap in participation in early childhood education by at least half;
Cutting the proportion of Roma children who attend segregated primary schools by at
least half in Member States with a significant Roma population;
Cutting the employment gap and the gender employment gap by at least half;
Cutting the gap in life expectancy by at least half;
Reducing the gap in housing deprivation by at least one third;
Ensuring that at least 95% of Roma have access to tap water

What follows is an overview of the partner carrying out the desk-based research in the country
highlighting their strengths and connections with the key stakeholders. Then a series of tables
for each category that has an array of items that can range from projects, reports and scholarly
articles that are relevant to the work being carried out within the project. This list is not
exhaustive but those items highlighted here have been deemed relevant to the work of the
consortium.

Bulgaria
Within Bulgaria the Amalipe Center for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance is a leading Roma
organization, working for the equal integration of Roma in Bulgarian Society. The organization
plays a central role in organizing a Roma civic movement and advocating for Roma integration
within the state institutions. Amalipe is a member of the National Network of Children, the Civil
Participation Forum, the National Patient organization, the European Women Lobby. At present
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the organization has Community Development Centres and Local community clubs in 15
municipalities (women, youth and leaders clubs) and works with a network of 297 schools.

The mission of Amalipe is to stimulate the empowerment of the Roma community and
particularly the Romani woman in Bulgaria. The organization will further aim to promote an
active participation and equal access to the development processes and resources with a
priority focus on access to quality education and healthcare and social services; to overcome
the harmful traditional practices in the community and contribute to the empowerment and
equal participation of Romani women.
Currently Amalipe runs more than 15 projects within the sectors of: education, social services,
Romani women rights and advocacy.
Amalipe works with a network of 297 schools all over the country. The objective is to decrease
the dropout rate of the Roma population, introduce intercultural education, promote life-long
learning in the Roma community and raise the educational status of Roma. Essential part of this
work is by empowering Roma parents to take part in the school life of their children and
converting the school into a center of the community. Special focus of this work is reaction to
harmful traditional practices such as early marriages and dropping out of Roma girls from the
educational system.
In order to foster the self-organization of the Roma community, Amalipe has established 15
Roma Community Support Centers in the six NUTS regions of Bulgaria. Each of these centers
operate with a network of three to six local community groups, including youth, women and
leaders’ clubs. In all the localities Amalipe has established good working relations with the local
institutions, including local authorities.
In addition, Amalipe cooperates with grass-root Roma organizations all over the country to
organize advocacy campaigns and Roma integration activities in different fields such as:
education, health care, social services, Romani women rights, etc. Through the research it was
evidenced that good practice presents a sustainable educational model for Roma educational
integration with special focus also on overcoming educational barriers for Roma girls.

Hungary
The Dr. Ambedkar High School was founded in 2007 by the Jai Bhim Community led by János
Orsós, Waldorf educator. The members of the community are young people from Roma
settlements who have graduated from high school, ended up in higher education, and are
following the example of Dr. Ambedkar. The school’s namesake is Dr. Bhim Rhao Ambedkar and
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the founders of the school encourage their students to take on a similar identity change that Dr.
Ambedkar made during his lifetime. These Roma intellectuals first demonstrated this with their
own experiences, and then with their pedagogical work in the most difficult communities in
Borsod county. The school has been operating in Sajókaza and Alsózsolca since 2007 and in
Miskolc since 2016. In Borsod, a quarter of primary school students come from multiple
disadvantaged backgrounds. However, by the time they should be entering high school, they
are nowhere to be found.
For example, among the more than ten thousand Borsod daytime high schoolers there are only
three hundred students who come from a multiply disadvantaged background. So, these 300
young people from multiple disadvantaged backgrounds will learn English, receive a regular
public education, like the rest of the ten thousand high school students. (Nearly one-third of
these 300 students attended Dr. Amedkar High School.)
Dr. Ambedkar High School has been successful in many areas. Over the past 12 years, more
than 100 students have passed successful graduation exams. Many were students who
completed primary school with us or obtained a vocational qualification. Most of them come
from villages and multiply disadvantaged backgrounds.
Our school’s pedagogical toolkit includes project pedagogy, cooperative learning, exploratory
and active methods, e.g. speech-centered language teachings are particularly successful in this
social group. Students experience the fact that they can act, drill, carve, and interact with each
other and their teachers.
Those students who do not gain admittance to more privileged or less elite but still white
establishments, will attend segregated schools to which only Roma go and can basically forget
about ever learning multiplication tables and will never be able to understand an article from a
newspaper. There is no way out. A large proportion of children educated in segregated schools
will remain at the elementary level until the end of their compulsory school attendance at 16.
They will never get a secondary education. If a Roma child wants to continue their education
beyond the age of 14, even higher walls rise before them. Talented but disadvantaged students
are driven out of the world of secondary education via financial necessities.
Dr. Ambedkar High School seeks to eliminate these barriers and provide access to a quality and
inclusive high school education. At our school, we encourage and support Roma students
coming from a multiply disadvantaged background to study hard and continue their education
once they complete their studies at Dr. Ambedkar High School.
As an educational Institution that has relationship with the Minister of Educations and a vast
experience in policy – making process, our role is to create a cooperation relationship and
mechanism with other public administrations and other relevant stakeholders (other public
institutions, NGOS, or political representatives) among others to discuss the Gathering’s impact
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document at a national level and reach agreements of future cooperation. A second main task
to achieve political influence will be to undertake direct communication campaigns via email
with local, national, and European policy makers and stakeholders with newsletters about the
progress and actions of the project. At the end of the project, together with the other
political/research partners (P4, P6, P7, and, P9) we collaborate to elaborate a draft and a final
version of Political Recommendations and participate in the Final Conference of the project.
Within Hungary the findings show that there are several organisations, such as the Rosa Parks
foundation and the Autónomia Foundation show that creating equitable educational
opportunities so that young Roma students can enter the workforce with the skills necessary
for success. Worth mentioning is the use of film and visual material which have been used as
educational tools to encourage people to reflect and better understand the challenges and
successes of programmes and schools. In those projects where films and film screenings are
followed by Q&As with the team, there is a greater impact. This is unique to the Hungarian
context.

Spain
The Integrated Plan for the Roma People in Catalonia (IPRP) is part of the Roma and Social
Innovation Program’s located in Barcelona, Spain at the Department of Labour, Social Affairs
and Families (Catalan Government). As a public administration, they work around the whole
Catalan territory and are in contact with families with heterogeneous profiles because the
Roma reality in Catalonia is diverse. However, the entity finds that is has more contact and
often work with families which are in a vulnerable situation (ie. low socioeconomic level, lack
of educational abilities and skills...). Therefore, the IPRP work in an environment in which they
have to fight against diverse difficulties and inequalities to improve the Roma situation in
general terms and also have an emphasis on Roma women's conditions in particular.
The IPRP has a close relationship with the key stakeholders of the project mainly in Catalonia,
but also throughout Spain and Europe. In particular the collaborate with the following
organisations:
- Roma women associations and grass-roots women that are not involved in any
organization, among other end-users;
- Public educational centers: primary schools, high schools, universities, research
centers, VET centers…;
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- Public bodies and local, regional, national and international administrations: city
councils, the different Departments at the Catalan Government (Culture, Economy,
Education and training, Health, Justice, Housing…), the different Ministries at the
Spanish Government (Culture and Sports, Social Rights and Agenda 2030, Education and
Vocational Training, Inclusion, Social Security and Migration…), the European
Commission and the EU Fundamental Rights Agency, among others.
It is worth noting that the IPRP is managed by an intercultural team, composed of six Roma and
three non-Roma professionals. Members of the team have more than fifteen years of expertise
working with and for Roma communities, especially grassroots Roma women.
Within the Spanish context, particularly the Catalan region, there is an active political and
academic workforce where the political entities are working alongside the grassroots Roma
families and being underpinned by academic investigations. Such a triangulation has tangible
and ongoing impact in all of the thematic sectors being explored. The educative strategies
which contribute to overcome the inequalities in the more vulnerable groups, among these, the
Roma families,is reflected in such projects like the EU-Funded INCLUD-ED Strategies for
inclusion and social cohesion from education in Europe Project. Other projects mentioned are
highlighting the barriers faced by the Romoa families and the successful strategies used to
overcome those barriers. Among those projects analysed here we see that including families
into the educational environment has had the most positive impact. Alongside this projects
claim for an effort from the political realm to have an active role in supporting the schools and
ensuring that policies are in place that support the Roma community.

Greece
Ampelokipi-Menemeni is a small municipality of approximately 80,000 inhabitants within the
prefecture of the Urban complex of Thessaloniki, with a total population of 820,000 and
comprised of seven (7) municipalities of Kalamaria, Pavlou Mela, Thessaloniki, XortiatisPylaia, Kordelio-Evosmos, Neapoli-Sykies and Ampelokipoi- Menemeni. In essence, it
is a suburb of Thessaloniki’s central urban area and occupies the north-western side of
the conurbation with the municipality’s eastern border adjoining the western end of the
main city municipality only 2km from the geographical and cultural centre of the city.
The municipality itself provides almost all services to its residents and its form is the
result of combining the two former municipalities of Ampelokipi and Menemeni in 2011, as part
of a national programme to amalgamate local authorities. As a result, the two areas have quite
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different features – the municipality runs broadly east-west in narrow bands, with
Menemeni being towards the edge of the city whilst Ampelokipi is close to the centre. Due
to the passing of the main road and railway routes into the city of Thessaloniki, the municipal
community of Menemeni features limited residential development, and compared to other
western Municipalities, has few urban residential areas (it has only approximately 20,000
inhabitants. This urban area is connected to the municipal community of Ampelokipi, which is
fully developed residentially with approximately 60,000 inhabitants.

Locals are employed mainly in the secondary and tertiary sector. The municipal
community of Menemeni hosts large factory facilities, wholesalers and service stations. The
area also hosts oil facilities, the cement facilities of “Heracles”, the KTEL (Association of Bus
Operators) facilities, the central Vegetable Market and Meat Market of Thessaloniki, the
Vehicle Technical Control Centre (VTCC), the Administration of Transport and Communication
of Thessaloniki, and many shipping companies. The municipal community of Ampelokipi is
largely commercial, with many carriers and numerous entertainment options. Its secondary
sector accommodates various non-intrusive manufacturing activities.
The Municipality of Ampelokipi – Menemeni has implemented a lot of European programs
related to the community of Roma. One of the most important projects is the involvement of
the municipality as a partner - in the framework of the implementation of the European
URBACT III program, the first call for proposals for the establishment of action implementation
networks - in a network with eight other transnational partners (Ghent, Berlin, Gothenburg,
Nantes, Barcelona, Tallinn Sofia, and Aveiro) lead partner Centre for Education, the city of
Ghent in Belgium in project entitled "IMPACT on ESL - Preventing Early School-Leaving" (A
phase) "Stay tuned" ( B phase). Through this program were implemented actions to prevent
early school leaving which is strongly observed among the Roma population. An important
benefit of the program was the establishment of a second-chance school in the area of Agios
Nektarios, where Roma live.
The Municipality has also established a new Social Structure, Community Centre with
Roma Branch located within the Ag. Nektarios district. This provided a major opportunity to
take a different approach to engaging with those most at risk (or those with most potential to
gain from being supported). The Roma Department has a social worker, a psychologist, a Roma
mediator and an educational specialist working day-to-day in the community, on the ground.
They are interacting directly with people within the community, rather than going through
proxies (where messages may get distorted or watered-down). Gaining an understanding of the
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people the employees try to support Roma due to their needs, encourage and support them to
take steps to support themselves.
Ampelokipi-Menemeni has a close relationship and cooperation with local stakeholders to
effectively address the challenges facing the region related to education, social cohesion and
employment.
The local group of stakeholders includes:








Principals of local schools, including: general secondary education, primary preprimary / nursery schools, technical schools, evening school, second chance school,
institute of vocational education (IET - post-upper secondary education)
Lead for “the Lighthouse of the World” (Roma child support & protection centre)
Young student representatives from Lighthouse of the World
Local community groups
Deputy Mayor for Education
Representative of the Urban Transport provider

Overall, the desk-based research highlights that cultural issues should be included in women’s
empowerment and support the community to be proud of their origin. Through
implementation of women's empowerment actions there is an increase in their participation in
the social life of the local community as well as in the educational environment. Main
challenges for Roma are a lack of interest and participation, the prejudices and stereotypes
about education, the resistance to change attitudes. Lastly, the lack of information of
educational options is a major problem and obstacle. Working from “within” the community is
essential and the bottom-up approach is key. Academic findings suggest the Greek Deputy
Ombudsman for Children’sRights stressed that mothers can play an important role in preparing
children for school and in an effort to succeed in reversing the vicious circle of marginalizations.
Politicians and decision-makers in particular should stop using rhetoric that stigmatises Roma
and authorities should promote a positive image of the Roma population by using campaign
tools as for example the CoE’s “Dosta!” campaign.

United Kingdom
Coventry University has a long tradition as a provider of education with roots going as far back
as Coventry College of Design in 1843. Founded as an industrial university focused on the
skilling of the local community to meet the needs of major multinational companies in Coventry
and the Midlands the University now prides itself for its tradition of industry facing research
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that is developed through close collaboration with industry and the local economy. The
University faculties range from science, technology, engineering, to health, design, business and
education. It has consecutively been voted as the top modern UK University in 2014, 2015 and
2016. Coventry University has made significant investments with a multimillion injection into
our new research strategy ‘Excellence with Impact’.
The Centre for Dance Research (C-DaRE) located within the Faculty of Arts and Humanities is
one of the University’s flagship Research Centres with an international profile for its research.
C- DaRE specialises in an inclusive interdisciplinary approach to diverse forms of artistic and
scholarly research. C-DaRE embraces leading edge research developments including digitization
and new technologies in dance, reflexive inquiry into embodied practices, collective and
political action, cultural value and the expanded sociological fields. In addition, C-DaRE also
seeks to investigate and critique the legal frameworks that can be used to support and
empower the culture and creative sector in the new digital economy.
Coventry University (COVUNI) will be leading the WP5 Quality Assures Plan and evaluation of
the project created by the consortium and monitor the inclusive methodology as well as the
scientific work related to Roma women and the student meetings, combined with social and
cultural aspects having main efforts in WP5 to define the conceptual framework leading the
writing of the desk research in close collaboration with P4, P6, P7, and P8. In addition, COVUNI
has a vas experience collaborating with grassroot organization. In this sense we have previously
collaborated with P5. Moreover we will collaborate with P5 to build a bridge to the policy
making process and to engaging the communities especially the Roma community and we will
contribute in methodological and technical aspects of the project.
C-DaRE is a world leading research centre that conducts research into a wide range of arts and
humanities activities, many in collaboration with professional artists, charities and
organisations and much of it in partnership with other disciplines including (for example)
cognitive psychologists, anthropologists, law experts, cultural heritage experts, social services
and media and communications teams. The Centre’s strengths lie in the digital publication and
transformation of humanities and social science, the analysis of pedagogies and researchinformed teaching, practice-as-research, tangible and intangible cultural heritage, and inclusive
dance practices and pedagogies. In addition to COVUNI leading on several EU projects, a female
Roma research fellow from COVUNI has also successfully carried out projects through several
Roma organisations through the UK, Europe, Turkey and the USA. Those European projects
have been recognized by the European Commission through different awards such as Success
Stories or Good Practice Examples and were underpinned by Communicative Methodologies
and directly involved Roma women and youth.
Working in Coventry, UK and further afield (Sheffield, Manchester, Worchester, Birmingham
among other spaces in the UK) and there is a massive disconnect between cities. Coventry has a
big population of Romanian Roma families and CU has a close relationship with this
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stakeholder. A strong network in the city of Coventry has been established and those key
stakeholders are keen to collaborate with the project. A neighboring city (Birmingham) has a
high level of Roma families, mainly Romania but there is no active Roma organisation and the
city is quite segregated. There are also several major issues such as Human Trafficking, missing
children, repeat offenders, that requires specialised attention. The network in Sheffield is mixed
as there is a very big Slovak Roma community that has a close relationship with CYFP a project
partner.
The current environment I the CU partner works within is Higher Education and there are very
few Roma researchers in the UK. Currently, there is a Pledge being carried out by BUCKS
University to try to instigate change and encourage more Roma community members to access
higher education. BREXIT has also created a confusing reality for the UK and this has caused an
extremely tense political and social climate. There are several laws that are being passed that
affect the Roma community members and immigrants. The situation is tense throughout the
entire UK.
A close and active relationship with Roma communities is in place and the CU works alongside
several key organisations that work with grassroots Roma women.
The local and national group of stakeholders includes:






Principals of local schools, including: general secondary education, primary preprimary / nursery schools, technical schools, evening school, second chance school,
institute of vocational education (Higher Education- post-upper secondary education)
Local and national Roma charities (Roma child support & protection centres and social
services)
Local community groups
Education specialists and academics

Within the UK context there is a clear distinction in language and identity. Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller (GRT) are terms that are used and communities self-identify which means that the
desk-based research presented below is also reflecting this terminology. The findings highlight
that the social inclusion of Roma will also require interventions that start well before
children enter formal education. The research highlights that the overall levels of
achievement of Roma children are much lower that the average. This work provides evidence
that, in the field of education, Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities suffer manifestly
unequal outcomes in the several sectors.
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Conclusion:
The findings highlight that there are a number of educational and societal barriers, including
poverty, exclusion and discrimination, which continue to prevent Roma students (especially
women and girls) from accessing the possibilities offered by higher education institutions in
Europe. This has been further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic which has highlighted a
digital gap, meaning access to education for the Roma community has been impacted even
further. More recently, the European Commission has taken action to implement strategies and
policy measures to help remove barriers faced by the Roma community.
As part of this new initiative, entitled ‘RTRANSFORM’, partners from Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary,
Spain, and grassroots community members from the UK, aim to promote equal access to
quality and inclusive education for Roma women. This baseline research gives the consortium
an overview of where each organization is and the gaps that are present in the several thematic
areas. The project team will be working alongside grassroots Roma women and girls and the
Roma Women Students’ Gathering (RWSG) community groups, to support impact
measurement and provide resources including toolkits, guides, films, policy recommendations,
as well as academic articles based on the project findings.
It is hoped that this desk-based resource will encourage participation of those working with and
alongside Roma women and girls in education across Europe, to create a new-found space for
debate and positive action in the education sector.
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ANNEX:
Bulgaria
Early school leaving
BULGARIA

“Every student will be a winner” is a
multi-year educational program of
Center Amalipe which develops a
holistic intercultural program for
reducing the drop-out rate of Roma
children, raising their motivation for
education and fostering the active
participation of students and parents
in the educational process,
preserving Roma culture and
including it into the school
curriculum.

Main findings:
The program presents a sustainable model tested in the
practice that makes the school welcoming multicultural
space for all children, preserves their identity and
increases their educational results

Source:
http://www.amalipe.com/index.php?
nav=projects&id=91&lang=2
www.amalipe.com/files/publications
/Amalipe_TSA_evaluation_sum2.pdf

Implications for the project:
The good practice presents a sustainable educational
model for Roma educational integration with special
focus also on overcoming educational barriers for Roma
girls

Is your organization using/ implementing/ developing
this source? The model is created and implemented by
Center Amalipe. In 2016 an independent evaluation of
the program has been carried out, The link is included
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Civil society monitoring report on
implementation of the national Roma
integration strategy in Bulgaria (RCM)
2018. Assessing the progress in four
key policy areas of the strategy
2017. Focusing on structural and
horizontal preconditions for
successful implementation of the
strategy
The reports have been prepared as
part of the Roma Civil Monitor pilot
project, ‘Capacity-building for Roma
civil society and strengthening its
involvement in the monitoring of
National Roma Integration
Strategies’. The pilot project is
carried out for the European
Commission, DG Justice and
Consumers. It is coordinated by the
Center for Policy Studies of Central
European University (CEU CPS), in
partnership with the European Roma
Grassroots Organisations Network
(ERGO Network), the European Roma
Rights Centre (ERRC), the Fundación
Secretariado Gitano (FSG) and the
Roma Education Fund (REF) and
implemented with around 90 NGOs
and experts from up to 27 member
states.

Main findings:
Report 2017. The field of education marks the area of
the most significant advance in NRIS implementation.
The developments in mainstream education policy and
the political attention on ensuring full attendance in
pre-school and primary school education (which
became a top-priority for the current government) are
among the main reasons for the advance of educational
integration.
The attendance of Roma children in pre-school
education has increased but still is below average. The
existence of financial barriers (e.g., kindergarten fees),
the lack of an intercultural perspective, and the lack of
modern teaching methods that take into account the
specifics of Roma children and parents form the most
serious challenges regarding their access to quality preschool education.
A significant advance has been achieved regarding the
enrolment of Roma in primary school and reducing the
dropout rate. Certain challenges remain, especially in
ensuring enrolment into secondary schools (grade 8-12)
and developing of education in rural areas.
The period under review revealed significant remaining
challenges in promoting ethnically- mixed, inclusive
education and desegregation. Persistent challenges also
remain obvious in increasing learning results and quality
of education. The new model of financing the school
system provides hope for better targeting of resources
for disadvantaged schools.
Report 2018.
Positive trends regarding abolishing kindergarten fees in
new municipalities have still not been supported by
national policy.
A significant advance has been achieved regarding the
enrolment of Roma in primary school and reducing their
dropout rate. The multi-institutional framework for full
enrolment established in 2017 is yielding certain
positive results. The new model of financing the school
system provides hope for better targeting of resources
for rural schools. Allocation of additional funds for work
with children and students from vulnerable groups is an
important positive step that could help these schools to
appoint school mediators and to keep motivated
teachers in the field. Nevertheless, significant
challenges remain in promoting ethnically mixed,
inclusive education and desegregation. Persistent
challenges also remain obvious when it comes to
improving academic achievement and quality of
education. More measures are necessary to increase
the number of Roma in secondary education.
Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
this source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium in
Bulgaria who has prepared the report
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Implications for the project:

Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling

BULGARIA

Civil society monitoring report on Report 2017. The field of education marks the area of
implementation of the national Roma the most significant advance in NRIS implementation.
integration strategy in Bulgaria (RCM) The developments in mainstream education policy and
the political attention on ensuring full attendance in
2017. Focusing on structural and pre-school and primary school education (which
horizontal
preconditions
for became a top-priority for the current government) are
successful implementation of the among the main reasons for the advance of educational
strategy
integration.
The report have been prepared as
part of the Roma Civil Monitor pilot
project, ‘Capacity-building for Roma
civil society and strengthening its
involvement in the monitoring of
National Roma Integration Strategies’.
The pilot project is carried out for the
European Commission, DG Justice and
Consumers. It is coordinated by the
Center for Policy Studies of Central
European University (CEU CPS), in
partnership with the European Roma
Grassroots Organisations Network
(ERGO Network), the European Roma
Rights Centre (ERRC), the Fundación
Secretariado Gitano (FSG) and the
Roma Education Fund (REF) and
implemented with around 90 NGOs
and experts from up to 27 member
states.

The attendance of Roma children in pre-school
education has increased but still is below average. The
existence of financial barriers (e.g., kindergarten fees),
the lack of an intercultural perspective, and the lack of
modern teaching methods that take into account the
specifics of Roma children and parents form the most
serious challenges regarding their access to quality preschool education.
Are your organization using/implementing/ developing
this source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium
in Bulgaria who has prepared the report
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Trust for social achievements: Early Main findings:
Childhood Development Programs
Ready for school is a large-scale multi-center
TSA
is
a
grant-making, randomized controlled study conducted in the period
nongovernmental
organization 2014-2015 in 236 poor settlements in Bulgaria, aimed
dedicated to reducing poverty and at increasing attendance in all-day kindergartens
decreasing achievement gaps. Toward
among children from poor families, mainly of Roma and
this end, they support activities in
Turkish ethnicity. The current study finds that providing
four program areas: First Foundations,
Early Learning and Care, Educational free access to kindergarten halves the proportion of
Achievement and Family Economic children between the ages of 3 and 5 who are not
Success.
enrolled in kindergarten, as well as increasing
attendance by about 20%. The additional financial
One of the big projects of the
incentives in the amount of BGN 7 or 20 per month,
organization
implemented
in
granted within the study under the condition of
partnership with a number of grassroot
Roma
and
pro-Roma attending classes, do not have a direct impact on
organizations is “Ready for school”. It enrollment and attendance, which is a sign that the
has been developed and implemented costs associated with enrolling in kindergarten are a
in Bulgaria together with the World more significant obstacle. than the perceived attitudes
Bank.
and needs for additional financial incentives. The
organization of meetings in the settlements to provide
The Ready for School project aims to
provide important information for the information on the importance of kindergarten also
formation of state policies on the does not affect attendance, although it leads to some
approaches for increasing the improvement in parents 'perceptions of the benefits of
inclusion of children from vulnerable kindergarten, as well as to increase parents' aspirations
communities in kindergartens in for their children, especially for girls. In general, the
Bulgaria and the effects of attending
abolition of kindergarten fees is the most effective
kindergarten for children's school
readiness, as well as to promote full strategy for increasing attendance in kindergartens.
inclusion in the early educational However, the short-term effect on children's
process
of
children
from development and the developing language and number
disadvantaged families. The project literacy, motor and socio-emotional skills is mixed: to
started in 2014 as a national project some extent positively for children of Bulgarian
and is implemented for the fourth ethnicity and negatively for children of Roma and
consecutive year by the Trust for
Turkish origin. These results indicate that the benefits
Social Alternative Foundation (TSA) in
partnership
with
16
non- of kindergarten may not be immediate to all children,
governmental organizations and the especially children from minority groups, who may
financial support of the America for need additional support for a successful transition to
Bulgaria Foundation. The World kindergarten and benefit from attending it.
Bank's Strategic Impact Assessment
Fund and the PovertyActionLab carry Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
out
an
independent
impact this source?
assessment of the project. In 20142015. The project took place in Center Amalipe was one of local organizations
kindergartens in 235 settlements and
implementing the project

20

covered
5,737
children
from
vulnerable communities. One or more
of the following four types of
interventions were carried out in each
locality:
free
education,
free
education plus a voucher of BGN 7 for
an ideal visit, free education plus a
voucher of BGN 20 for an ideal visit
and information sessions specially
designed for discussions with parents
about the benefits of early childhood
education.
Source:
http://documents.worldbank.org/cur
ated/en/918071497277705261/pdf/1
16056-BULGARIAN-REVISED-JUNE13Supporting-Disadvantaged-Childrenbg.pdf

Participation in superior educational levels
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BULGARIA

Civil society monitoring report on Main findings:
implementation of the national
Roma integration strategy in Report 2017. The field of education marks the area of the
most significant advance in NRIS implementation.
Bulgaria (RCM)
A significant advance has been achieved regarding the
enrolment of Roma in primary school and reducing the
2018. Assessing the progress in dropout rate. Certain challenges remain, especially in
four key policy areas of the ensuring enrolment into secondary schools (grade 8-12)
strategy
and developing of education in rural areas.
The period under review revealed significant remaining
challenges in promoting ethnically- mixed, inclusive
2017. Focusing on structural and education and desegregation. Persistent challenges also
horizontal
preconditions
for remain obvious in increasing learning results and quality
successful implementation of the of education. The new model of financing the school
strategy
system provides hope for better targeting of resources
for disadvantaged schools.
The reports have been prepared
as part of the Roma Civil Monitor
pilot project, ‘Capacity-building for
Roma
civil
society
and
strengthening its involvement in
the monitoring of National Roma
Integration Strategies’. The pilot
project is carried out for the
European Commission, DG Justice
and Consumers. It is coordinated
by the Center for Policy Studies of
Central European University (CEU
CPS), in partnership with the
European
Roma
Grassroots
Organisations Network (ERGO
Network), the European Roma
Rights
Centre
(ERRC),
the
Fundación Secretariado Gitano
(FSG) and the Roma Education
Fund (REF) and implemented with
around 90 NGOs and experts from
up to 27 member states.

Report 2018.
The multi-institutional framework for full enrolment
established in 2017 is yielding certain positive results.
The new model of financing the school system provides
hope for better targeting of resources for rural schools.
Allocation of additional funds for work with children and
students from vulnerable groups is an important positive
step that could help these schools to appoint school
mediators and to keep motivated teachers in the field.
Nevertheless, significant challenges remain in promoting
ethnically mixed, inclusive education and desegregation.
Persistent challenges also remain obvious when it comes
to improving academic achievement and quality of
education. More measures are necessary to increase the
number of Roma in secondary education.

Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
this source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium in
Bulgaria who has prepared the report
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Implications for the project:

Trust for social achievement: Main findings:
Education and realization of the
Roma community: a nationally The comparative data between the surveys conducted in
2011 and 2019 show clear changes in the educational
representative study
status of the Roma communities in Bulgaria. This change,
The study was carried out by in turn, reflects on the employment and lifestyle of Roma
Global metrics and aims to communities. There is a higher coverage of Roma
determine the level of higher children in education, which also affects the chances of
education among the Roma completing a higher education degree with a larger share
population by comparing it with of Roma. Six times more Roma youth have graduated in
the already conducted survey the last 10 years, and high school graduates have
from 2011. The total number of doubled Attitudes towards higher education are rising
persons covered by the survey is among both boys and girls, but stereotypes that girls
4,164, of which 3,655 persons need (sufficiently) lower education than boys remain and
living in Roma settlements / are already shared by a larger proportion of Roma.
neighborhoods / neighborhoods, Attitudes towards longer education (measured by age to
or areas with a compact Roma stay in education) of young boys and girls within Roma
population,
which
identify communities are increasing. Again, the most common
themselves with Roma origin and response is 18 years for both groups, but the data show
509
persons
living
in that the distribution in 2019 is drawn to older ages, both
neighborhoods
with
a for boys and girls. The difference between the two sexes
predominant Bulgarian population is very small, in favor of the boys. At the same time,
or in neighborhoods with a mixed generational differences clearly illustrate that younger
population.
generations stay in education longer than their parents
and grandparents.

Source:
http://socialachievement.org/
web/files

Segregation of Roma pupils in education

Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
this source? NO

Implications for the project:
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BULGARIA

Civil society monitoring report on Main findings:
implementation of the national
Roma integration strategy in 2019 report covers secondary segregation in education.
The chapter analyses the increase of secondary
Bulgaria (RCM)
segregation in education of Roma children. On the basis
of data from researchers and information from the
2019. Identifying blind spots in
Ministry of Education, the chapter states that every fifth
Roma inclusion policy
educational institution is fully segregated and more than
17 per cent are mixed but advancing towards secondary
2018. Assessing the progress in four segregation. Although the majority of schools and
key policy areas of the strategy
kindergartens with high number of children form
vulnerable groups are situated in rural areas, the increase
2017. Focusing on structural and of segregation in education is due to the increase of the
horizontal
preconditions
for number of secondary-segregated schools outside the
successful implementation of the Roma neighbourhoods in the big urban areas. The
deepening of the social distances and the increase of
strategy
antigypsyism are the main reasons.
The reports have been prepared as
part of the Roma Civil Monitor pilot
project, ‘Capacity-building for Roma
civil society and strengthening its
involvement in the monitoring of
National
Roma
Integration
Strategies’. The pilot project is
carried out for the European
Commission, DG Justice and
Consumers. It is coordinated by the
Center for Policy Studies of Central
European University (CEU CPS), in
partnership with the European
Roma Grassroots Organisations
Network (ERGO Network), the
European Roma Rights Centre
(ERRC), the Fundación Secretariado
Gitano (FSG) and the Roma
Education
Fund
(REF)
and
implemented with around 90 NGOs
and experts from up to 27 member
states.

The chapter describes certain policy responses to these
problems (including soft normative changes and national
programme for desegregation financed by the national
budget) claiming that they are not enough and should be
continued by a comprehensive policy at national and
municipal level.
2018 report includes a section on Fight against
discrimination, segregation and other forms of
antigypsyism in education. Nevertheless, significant
challenges remain in promoting ethnically mixed,
inclusive education and desegregation. Persistent
challenges also remain obvious when it comes to
improving academic achievement and quality of
education. More measures are necessary to increase the
number of Roma in secondary education.
Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
this source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium in
Bulgaria who has prepared the report

Implications for the project:
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No segregation project and report.
The project is implemented by
Center Amalipe (Bulgaria) (lead
partner), Fundacion Secretariado
Gitano (Spain) and European Roma
Information Office (Belgium). It is
financied by European Union’s
Rights, Equality and Citizenship
Program (2014 – 2020).

Main findings:

The research team conducted a study of the current state
of school segregation, covering all areas in Bulgaria. The
survey shows the existence of schools with a
concentration of vulnerable groups and segregated
schools (including vocational high schools) in each district
and municipality where they exist. Types of activities are
also proposed for the prevention of secondary
segregation, as well as for the creation of a multicultural
environment in the case of schools, the only ones in the
The overall project objective is to settlement and educating students from only one ethnic
create preconditions and to raise group. Types of activities are also proposed in the primary
political commitment for local segregated schools in the Roma neighborhoods.
actions
for
fighting
school
segregation and improving the Are your organization using/implementing/developing
access to quality education of Roma this source? Center Amalipe is implementing the project
via:
combating
anti-Roma
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stereotypes and raising the Implications for the project:
stakeholders’
awareness,
Implications for the Educational systems:
empowering the local Roma
communities,
establishing
Implications for the policy influencing:
cooperation
that
involve
educational
authorities,
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project
professionals and Roma community
representatives.
The project goals are: researching
the existing situation with school
segregation at local, regional and
national level; mutual learning and
exchange of successful models for
creating preconditions and raising
political commitment for preventing
segregation (from Spain), for
desegregation
actions
(from
Bulgaria), for integration of migrant
Roma children in mainstream
schools in the hosting countries
(Belgium, Spain); training of
professionals
and
other
stakeholders to carry out activities
for avoiding school segregation and
overcoming the existing one;
awareness raising and creating
supportive public environment;
capacity building of Roma and proRoma civil society active at the local
level.
The report No segregation presents
a map of school segregation in
Bulgaria
https://amalipe.bg/portfolio/nosegr
egation-local-action-against-schoolsegregation-of-roma/

Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities
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BULGARIA

FamilyEduNet - Families for
Educational Success is a two
– year European project,
financed by the Erasmus+
Programme of the European
Union, aiming at the
upscaling of the successful
XarxaClau project of FAPAC.
The Consortium
of the
project
includes
7
organizations.

Main findings:
The main outputs of the project were an open online
family training course (MOOC); guideline for training of
families in SEA
Are your organization using/ implementing/developing
this source? Yes, as a partner

The objectives of the project Implications for the project
are: to create a network of
organisations to accompany,
follow and train families in
Successful
Educational
Actions (SEA); to disseminate
the scientific evidences that
lead to SEAs to students'
families
and
parents'
associations in Europe; to
train families in SEA with
special focus on families
from a Roma background or
living in rural area; to
provide families and the
educational community in
general with participation
tools to creat a network of
families
to
achieve
educational success.
http://familyedunet.blogspot.c
om/
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Main findings:

FinanceGO:
Training
educators
to
Financial The project created a model and set of tools for increasing
Literacy Courses for young financial literacy among adults (including women) from
vulnerable groups, with special focus on Roma.
adults at risk
FinanceGO is a two-year
initiative funded by Erasmus
+ Program, KA 2. The project
main goal is planning and
development of a training
program on financial literacy
that will be addressed to
young
people
from
disadvantaged groups in
society (with special focus on
women). The project uses
the know-how, developed
within the Edufin Project.
Objectives:
FinanceGO

Develop
Guide

the
for

The tools created are:
O2 FinanceGO Guide for educators on how to carry out
Financial Literacy classes for young people at risk of social
exclusion
O3 FinanceGO Training Course for educators about how to
implement Financial Literacy courses for young adults at risk

Are your organization using/implementing/developing this
source? Yes, as a partner
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educators on how to carry Implications for the project
out Financial Literacy classes
for young adults at risk;
Provide
training
for
educators from different
organisations on how to
carry out Financial Literacy
classes for young adults at
ris; Create a network of
stakeholders
including
educators, entities that work
with young adults at risk,
and Public administrations
interested in how to include
better and cover the needs
for Financial Literacy on
adult education; Facilitate
at-risk youth with access to
knowledge
in
Financial
Literacy as a tool to achieve
social inclusion.

http://www.amalipe.com/in
dex.php?nav=projects&id=1
20&lang=2
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The outcomes of the project are:

Edu-Fin. Project EDU-FIN
(Developing
participative
processes for the generation
of a financial education
curriculum addressed to
young adults at risk) is a twoyear initiative funded by
Erasmus + Program, KA2.
The project's main goal is
planning and development
of a training program on
financial literacy that will be
addressed to young people
from disadvantaged groups
(mainly women) in society.
The training program on
financial literacy aims to
promote entrepreneurship
education of youth at risk, to
increase their employability
and business creation, and
to support them in their
future life and career in
accordance
with
their
personal and professional
development.
The main objective of EDUFIN is the creation of groups
and teams formed by young
people who participate in
the process on financial
literacy, developed within
the project.
Another main objective of
EDU - FIN project is the
creation of a methodology
for financial literacy and plan
for its implementation,
directed to the target group.
The project also offers
curriculum for financial
literacy.

6 different national studies in English with the result of the
first phase of research focusing on collecting and systematizing
the programs in financial education that already are being
carried out in each of their territories

Comparative study on financial education programmes in
the
partnership
countries
(https://edufinproject.eu/outcomes/national-reports/)
EDU-FIN Methodology
EDU-FIN Curriculum

Are your organization using/implementing/developing this
source? Yes, as a partner
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Results of the project

KEYROMA: Develop Key
Competences in Social Skills • Methodology for the evaluation/assessment of competences
for Roma Women to and for takincrease their participation
ing interviews from service sector employers
in the service sector
The KEYROMA project is funded
by the European Commission’s
Life Long Learning Programme
and it is implemented in five
different countries (Spain,
Czech
Republic,
Bulgaria,
Romania and Belgium) over a
two year period (January 2012January 2014). The main aim of
the KEYROMA project was to
address a problem that is very
common among Roma women,
namely their lack of integration
in the labour market as a
consequence
of
poor
education. Partners have found
ways to tackle this widespread
problem
by
motivating,
encouraging and enabling them
to participate in learning. Major
objectives of the project:
Improving Roma women’s
socioeconomic
integration
through
adult
education;
Contributing
to
an
improvement of the quality of
adult learning by providing
tailored information applicable
to a very specific target group;
Increasing Roma women’s
participation in learning, as well
as their chances on the labour
market; Establishing a direct
dialogue with the target group
and promoting social cohesion,
active citizenship and personal
fulfilment of the participating
women
Project
Coordinator
was
Instituto de Formación Integral,
S.L.U. (IFI) in partnership with
Asociación de Mujeres Gitanas

• Survey on Roma women state of the art on their abilities and
social skills
• Handbook on service sector labour market requirements
concerning social and
communication competences
• Case-studies (examples of good practice concerning the
results of the learning modules)
• Final Learning Module

Are your organization using/implementing/developing this
source? Yes, as a partner
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Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse
BULGARIA

Civil society monitoring report on Main findings:
implementation of the national
Roma integration strategy in The 2017 report has special sections on antidiscrimination
and addressing anti-Gypsism, including discrimination
Bulgaria (RCM)
policies and behaviour by policy, prosecutor office and
2019. Identifying blind spots in acces to identiy papers. It additionally focuses on
Roma inclusion policy
countering hate crime and hate speech against Roma, and
antigypsyist rhetoric of politicians, public figures and
2017. Focusing on structural and media, including hate speech towards Roma women by
horizontal
preconditions
for politicians, analysing and forming narratives and attitudes
successful implementation of the towards Roma
strategy
The 2019 report deals with social prejudices and hate
The reports have been prepared as speech towards Roma with concrete cases. It further has a
part of the Roma Civil Monitor pilot special section on gender equality and violence against
project, ‘Capacity-building for Roma Roma women providing also policy answer to the problem
civil society and strengthening its
involvement in the monitoring of Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing
National
Roma
Integration this source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium in
Strategies’. The pilot project is Bulgaria who has prepared the report
carried out for the European
Commission, DG Justice and
Consumers. It is coordinated by the
Center for Policy Studies of Central
European University (CEU CPS), in Implications for the project:
partnership with the European
Roma Grassroots Organisations
Network (ERGO Network), the
European Roma Rights Centre
(ERRC), the Fundación Secretariado
Gitano (FSG) and the Roma
Education
Fund
(REF)
and
implemented with around 90 NGOs
and experts from up to 27 member
states.
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Other resources on hate speech and
social distances
Public attitudes towards hate
speech in Bulgaria in 2013. (in
Bulgarian)
Available
at:
http://opendata.bg/data/file/Hate_
speech_report_interactive_BG.pdf
Public attitudes towards hate
speech in Bulgaria in 2014.(in
Bulgarian)
Available
at:
http://opendata.bg/data/file/PUBLI
CATIONS/Hate_speech_BG_2014(1)
.pdf
Public attitudes towards hate
speech in Bulgaria in 2016. (in
Bulgarian)
Available
at:
http://opendata.bg/data/file/PUBLI
CATIONS/Hate%20speech%20BG%2
02016%20interact.pdf

Experience of discrimination of Roma women
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BULGA
RIA

Civil society monitoring report on Main findings:
implementation of the national
Roma integration strategy in The 2017 report has special sections on antidiscrimination and
addressing anti-Gypsism, including discrimination policies and
Bulgaria (RCM)
behaviour by policy, prosecutor office and acces to identiy
2019. Identifying blind spots in papers. It additionally focuses on countering hate crime and
Roma inclusion policy
hate speech against Roma, and antigypsyist rhetoric of
politicians, public figures and media, including hate speech
2017. Focusing on structural and towards Roma women by politicians, analysing and forming
horizontal
preconditions
for narratives and attitudes towards Roma
successful implementation of the
strategy
The 2019 report deals with social prejudices and hate speech
towards Roma with concrete cases. It further has a special
The reports have been prepared as section on gender equality and violence against Roma women
part of the Roma Civil Monitor pilot providing also policy answer to the problem
project, ‘Capacity-building for Roma
civil society and strengthening its Are your organization using/ implementing/developing this
involvement in the monitoring of source? Center Amalipe is leading the consortium in Bulgaria
National
Roma
Integration who has prepared the report
Strategies’. The pilot project is
carried out for the European
Commission, DG Justice and
Consumers. It is coordinated by the
Center for Policy Studies of Central
European University (CEU CPS), in
partnership with the European
Roma Grassroots Organisations Implications for the project:
Network (ERGO Network), the
European Roma Rights Centre
(ERRC), the Fundación Secretariado
Gitano (FSG) and the Roma
Education
Fund
(REF)
and
implemented with around 90 NGOs
and experts from up to 27 member
states.

34

Women’s Rights and Right Populism, Main findings:
FES, 2017, https://library.fes.de/pdffiles/bueros/sofia/13827.pdf
Politicians do not always share the high level of negativity
stereotypes about vulnerable groups, but purposefully use
them in their messages. With regard to women, the survey
In
Europe,
anti-European shows a lack of high sensitivity on the topic of violence against
movements are gaining momentum, women, a lack of knowledge regarding gender equality and a
attracting
sympathizers
and conservative attitude towards the adoption of adequate
supporters. The trend is extremely policies and legislation to achieve real equality between
worrying about the future of Europe women and men. Negative talk about certain vulnerable
and has a particularly strong impact
groups such as Roma, Muslims, LGBT people and others.
on the prevention and protection of
sustainably occupies the first levels, a trend that has been
human rights, collective and
individual rights and freedoms in the sustainable for years, but becomes even more acute in the
region. Far-right parties with a context of the refugee flow, during elections, in political
tendency
towards
extreme debates.
nationalism are gaining strength in
Europe and creating xenophobia Are your organization using/ implementing/ developing this
and racism. Very often the program source? Teodora Krumova was part of the research team
of these populist parties and
movements includes concrete steps
against the equality of women and
men, against human rights. They
also create conditions for a strong
anti-feminist bias, taking action to
the detriment of already achieved
rights. Analysis of the policies of
political parties and movements in
Bulgaria in terms of identifying
program initiatives aimed at human
rights, women's and minority rights
and their active participation in
political and public life in our
country is the first of its kind not
only for Bulgaria. A similar study,
covering various political parties,
non-governmental
organizations,
academia and the media, aimed at
explore and analyze the role of
these policies in human rights
abuses, in creating xenophobia,
racism and anti-feminism and in
creating
stereotypes
towards

35

women and men and against Implications for the project:
minority groups, has not been done
so far in any other country in
Europe. The study of stereotypes
and prejudices is difficult due to the
contrast between official discourse
and
everyday
communication,
between the new in life and old
customs and patterns of behavior. In
modern Bulgaria there are still
rudiments of ideas that are quite
vital in countries with less historical
experience on the path of
modernization. The topics of
violence against women, women's
participation in decision-making
processes, the gender pay gap,
sexist
public
speaking
and
stereotyping the role of women in
public and private life require
problematization, evaluation, vision
to deal with the problem. The
results of this analysis provide new
arguments for the democratic forces
in Bulgaria to uphold the democratic
and universal values of Europe.
Women's rights are human rights.
Research on Social Norms that
Prevent Roma Girls’ Access to
Education,
2016,
https://www.unicef.org/bulgaria/m
edia/1861/file/Report%20on%20soc
ial%20norms%20which%20prevent
%20Roma%20girls%20from%20acce
ss%20to%20education-full-reportBG.pdf

Hungary:
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Hungary

Source:
Autónomia
Foundation:
http://autonomia.hu/

Main findings:
●

“The mission statement of the foundation: To
support the creation of a just society whose
members are free, actively and responsibly shape
their fate and the fate of their communities. The
Foundation is an intellectual and practical
workshop that: 1) provides integration solutions
based on equality, suggestions for forming Roma
integration policies, and 2) cooperates with small
communities, settlements, and institutions, offers
professional support, assists in trust and
partnership building that are needed to advance.”

Implications for the project:
● The Autónomia Foundation’s work is vital for
creating equitable educational opportunities so
that young Roma students can enter the workforce
with the skills necessary for success.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Autónomia
Foundation implements long-term programs
regularly that involve inclusivity and integration in
smaller communities, which are meant to assist in
developing integration strategies in policy.
●
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Source:
Main findings:
Kende,
Á.
(2020).
A
● The educational situation of Roma children and
Romaellenesség a legfőbb oka a
thus their social mobility opportunities are very
Roma
gyerekek
iskolai
poor not only in Hungary, but also in surrounding
lemaradásának Magyarországon.
countries. The part of the research about Roma
Quibit.
Retrieved
from:
found that while significantly more young Roma
https://qubit.hu/2020/09/17/achildren attend kindergarten in Hungary than
romaellenesseg-a-legfobb-oka-abefore, segregation has clearly strengthened,
roma-gyerekek-iskolaiwhich means that the gap between Roma and the
lemaradasanak-magyarorszagon
total student population is widening. Antigypsyism
is the main cause for the high dropout rates among
Roma students in Hungary.
● Ágnes Kende’s work supports our school’s mission
and affirms the need for such an institution that
provides quality education and an equitable
opportunity for Roma to receive a high school
education.

Implications for the project:
●

●

Implications for the Educational systems:
Segregation in schools is still a problem in Hungary
and, based on this research, is strengthening.
Roma are still not receiving equitable educational
opportunities due to antigypsyism.
Implications for the policy influencing: It is
imperative that country- and EU-level policy must
develop practical solutions to decrease and
eliminate school segregation in Hungary and to
curb antigypsyism on an institutional level.
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Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
European Centre for the
Development of Vocational
● Roma and others from low socio-economic
Training.
(2016).
Leaving
backgrounds are prone to drop out of
education
early:
putting
vocational training at a higher rate than their
vocational education and
non-Roma peers and those who do not come
training in centre stage,
from a low socio-economic background. In
Hungary. Retrieved from:
fact, Roma are more likely to participate in
https://www.cedefop.europa.
vocational training than secondary education
eu/files/hungary_where the curriculum is comprised of general
leaving_education_early.pdf
education content.
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
We are aware of these statistics and work to
reverse this trend.

Implications for the project:
●

●

Based on these statistics, it is apparent that
the expectations for the educational
trajectories for Roma and non-Roma are very
different. The statistics say: vocational
education is for Roma, while non-vocational
education, or education that leads to
university, is for non-Roma.
Implications for the policy influencing:
Educational opportunities are not equitable.
From a young age, Roma must be encouraged
to pursue higher education.
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Source:
Tempus Public Foundation.
(2017). CroCooS - Prevent
Dropout! Project. Retrieved
from: https://tka.hu/projectswith-internationalpartners/1731/early-schoolleaving

Main findings:
●

●

CroCooS
partnership
undertook
the
implementation of an institutional early
warning system in the 15 applying vocational
schools. The one-and-a-half-year-long on-site
work had been preceded by one year of
professional preparation, during which the
team had to face diverse challenges. Based on
international literature, we identified the
European countries where such a warning
system was in use, and we found that these
countries were characterised by a
collaborative culture among teachers,
intersectoral cooperation at a system level,
and a generally inclusive, open educational
system.
The CroCoos Toolbox is a continuously
growing collection of practical solutions
aimed at preventing dropout. The tools
currently available were tested during the
experiment, and their institutional use is
recommended after studying the detailed
guide.”

Implications for the project:
●

Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
We have not used the CroCoos Toolbox, but
we do use a lot of the methods mentioned in
the project.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The
Toolbox has potential to alleviate drop out
rates and develop “an early warning system”
to retain students.
● Implications for the policy influencing:
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
Perhaps the development of such a “Toolbox” as
developed by the Tempus Public Foundation through
their project could be a practical outcome or end
product for the RTRANSFROM project
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Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling

Hungary

Source:
Ciaschi, P. & Dunajeva, J.
(2016). Alternative education
and Roma empowerment: A
case study of the Dr.
Ambedkar Buddhist School in
Sajókaza, Hungary. The Indian
Journal of Social Work’s special
issue on Collectivity and
Empowerment in Poverty
Alleviation – India and the
Roma.

Main findings:
●

●

“The aim of this paper is to provide insights
into the ways in which local projects of
inclusion and Roma empowerment are being
deployed through alternative education
arrangements and platforms, and how these
have the potential of contributing to inclusive
community development and long-term
poverty alleviation.”
Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
The paper describes and analyzes the critical
pedagogies implemented at the Dr.
Ambedkar School and the inclusive
community development we use. We
continue to use and develop these
methodologies to this day.

Implications for the project:
● The effectiveness of critical pedagogies with
under-served schools and communities is
essential for creating equitable educational
opportunities.
● Implications for the policy influencing: The
incorporation of critical pedagogies into
national curricula is key.
● Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: The critical pedagogies used at the
school may be useful to the project.
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Source: Gandhi High School: Main findings:
http://gandhigimi.hu/
● “The Gandhi Grammar School and College in
Pécs is the first Roma nationality and
graduation institution in Hungary and Europe,
established by the Gandhi Foundation in
1994. Its founding was guided by the very
important goal of “educating in the mediumterm a significant number of Roma
intellectuals attached to their people who are
able to reorganize the disintegrated Roma
communities”. We provide real opportunities
for a modern education to a large extent for
our students, and we use alternative methods
in our education frameworks.
● The school has been operating for 20 years
now with the first graduating class having
graduated in 2000. Almost half of our
students continued their studies in higher
education. Nearly full-time 400 students have
graduated since 2000, and in the adult
education department, more than 300
graduation certificates have been issued to
those who successfully pass the exam
requirements.”
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Implications for the project:
●

●

●

The founders of the Dr. Ambedkar High
School played a vital role in establishing the
Gandhi High School along with its current
curricula. Dr. Ambedkar High School
continues to have a collaborative relationship
with the Gandhi High School.
Implications for the Educational systems: The
Gandhi High School is another example of
best practices in terms of what works for
providing Roma students the education that
will give them the path to higher education.
They have been successful in reaching their
objective of creating a significant number of
Roma intellectuals.
Implications for the policy influencing: The
effectiveness of alternative teaching methods
for under-served students is essential for
creating equitable educational opportunities.
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Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
IndaHouse
Hungary:
● “The goal of InDaHouse Hungary is for the
https://indahousehungary.hu/
young, disadvantaged children living in the
Encs micro-region to become self-fulfilling,
responsible, controlling their own destiny,
capable of mobility, who as parents can
integrate the support they receive from us
into the upbringing of their children. To this
end, we hold individual and group
development
sessions
conducted
by
volunteers and operate a mentoring program.
We provide professional training to the
participating volunteers. The InDaHouse
Hungary Association works with children in
three main areas, within the framework of
early childhood development, the school
preparation program and the after-school
program.”

Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
We have students who received support from
InDaHouse and are now attending Dr.
Ambedkar High School. InDaHouse directs
some of their students to us so that they may
continue their education beyond elementary
school.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The
collaboration between the two institutions
can be viewed as a best practice, especially in
terms of life-long mentorship.
● Implications for the policy influencing:
InDaHouse’s work speaks to the need for
additional support systems within the
communities where Roma students and their
families live.
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Source:
Main findings:
Lopez, E. (2009). Romani
● “After nearly one year of observation and
Education in Hungary: History,
research on the educational inequalities faced
Observances and Experiences.
by the Roma in Hungary, one thing has
Retrieved
from:
become increasingly clear; Hungary’s efforts
http://www.fulbright.hu/book5
towards educational equality must rely more
/ericlopez.pdf
on Roma communities and organizations if it
is to achieve harmonious integration between
its Roma and non-Roma citizens. My
observations at the Dr. Ambedkar School in
the northern county of Borsod-AbaújZemplén, allowed me the unique opportunity
to draw several comparisons between
Hungary’s efforts towards providing a more
inclusive educational environment for its
Roma minority and some of the harsh realities
faced by its most economically deprived Roma
communities.”
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Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
The paper is about the Dr. Ambedkar High
School, and emphasizes that alongside
teaching, the school is also involved in
community organizing and activism. School
leadership and colleagues continue to do this
to this day.
● Implications for the Educational systems: In
the paper, the author concludes that “as
Romani advocates, non-profit organizations
and community representatives continue their
centuries old struggle for equality and access
to educational resources, there are those
working just as hard to deny them of these
rights” which means that they must operate in
a hostile environment. This makes it even
more difficult to achieve the school’s mission
and continue operations on a day-to-day
basis.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Policy
must have real effects in curbing hostility
toward Roma and Roma allies in Hungary as
they are existential obstacles that make it
more difficult to provide quality education.
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Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
Ludwig, S. (2016). Angry
● János Orsós is of Romani descent, a teacher,
Buddha, film. Retrieved from:
and a Buddhist. Inspired by the history of the
http://www.stefanludwigfilm.e
Dalits or “untouchables” in India, birthplace of
u/en/projects/angry-buddhaboth Romani culture and Buddhism, he
documentary/
founded a school in a small Hungarian village
with the goal of enabling teenagers from the
poorest Romani ghettos to attend universities.
Angry Buddha documents János’ resolute
battle against the difficulties he faces over
three years, while simultaneously painting
affectionate yet honest portraits of the
Romani youth who use humour and their own
vitality to survive in a world of poverty and
prejudice.”

Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
Since the film’s debut in 2016, Dr. Ambedkar
High School has held screenings of the film in
Hungary and in international contexts. It is
used as an educational tool to show people
the challenges and successes of such a school.
Often the screenings are followed by Q&As
with János or Tibor and sometimes with
students, too.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The
film put the Dr. Ambedkar High School on the
map in a much bigger way, and makes the
issues the institution faces more widely
accessible to the general public.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Why
must it remain so difficult to enable Romani
youth to attend universities?
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Source:
Main findings:
Roma Civil Monitor. (2018).
Civil society monitoring report
● “In the recent period, the indicators of the
on implementation of the
Hungarian Roma community available to
national Roma integration
research, for the most part, deteriorated. The
strategy in Hungary Assessing
deterioration of some of these indicators is
progress in key policy areas of
linked to the general deterioration of
the
strategy.
Brussels:
state/municipal sector-level services: such as
European Union. Retrieved
the deepening shortage of teachers and
from:
kindergarten teachers or the dropping
https://cps.ceu.edu/sites/cps.c
availability of healthcare services. In respect
eu.edu/files/attachment/basic
of housing, the continued lack of a coherent
page/3034/rcm-civil-societyhousing policy, and the flow of housing
monitoring-report-2-hungarysubsidies to the middle-class are hindering the
2018-eprint.pdf
improvement of the situation of the poorest
and the Roma.
● The indicators only showed improvement in
the area of employment, which is primarily on
account of wide-scale public employment
schemes (which the government is just now
planning to curb). Certain measures – such as,
for example, reducing the mandatory school
age to 16 – openly act against Roma
integration, as also shown by the very first
impact analyses. This will affect employment
indicators negatively even in the mediumterm.”
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Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
The issues described in the report in areas
such as the wide-scale public employment
schemes and the reduction of the mandatory
school age to 16 are obstacles to the work of
the Dr. Ambedkar High School. School
leadership campaigns alongside activists to
have the mandatory school age raised back to
18 and works tirelessly to make sure
scholarships are available to our students
every month based on their grades.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The
reduction of the mandatory school age and
the creation of the public employment
schemes disproportionately affects young
Roma living in poverty as they are more likely
to leave school before graduating in order to
work.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Raising
the mandatory school age back to 18 is
crucial.
● Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: An important question to explore via
the project: how do these two things-- the
public work scheme and the lower mandatory
school age of 16-- affect the educational levels
and opportunities for Roma women and girls
in Hungary?
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Hungary

Source:

Main findings:
● “The Rosa Parks Foundation is a grassroots
Rosa
Parks
Foundation:
organization based in district 8 of Budapest
https://www.rosaparks.hu/
promoting inclusive and quality education for
marginalized children. RPF aims to ensure
that all children have access to inclusive and
quality education regardless of their race,
disability, and economic background. RPF
combines expertise in pedagogy, social work,
and law supplemented with expertise from
various other fields through its network of
volunteers. RPF currently runs 3 different
programs all focusing on promoting inclusive
education with different but interlinked tools
and methods.”

Implications for the project:
●

●

●

Participation in superior educational levels

Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
The Rosa Parks Foundation does similar work
to what InDaHouse does- they provide
support to students in elementary schools so
that they will be prepared to continue their
education through high school. János and
Tibor have been involved in the work of the
Foundation.
Implications for the Educational systems: The
Foundation’s work speaks to the need for
additional support systems for Roma
students’ education from an early age.
Implications for the policy influencing: The
Foundation’s work speaks to the need for
additional support systems for Roma
students’ education from an early age.

50

Hungary

Source:

Main findings:
● The RGPP prepares students for further
Central European University:
studies in their chosen field through intensive
Romani Studies at CEU:
academic tutoring in disciplines such as
https://romanistudies.ceu.edu/
Economics,
Gender
Studies,
History,
International Relations and European
Studies, Law/Human Rights, Nationalism,
Political Science, Public Policy and Public
Administration,
or
Sociology,
Social
Anthropology and Nationalism Studies
(additional disciplines may be offered). It
raises their English to a level necessary for
post-graduate study through intensive
English language training, and also provides
them with post-graduate level academic
writing, critical thinking and study skills.
Participants in the program gain first-hand
experience of the core degree programs of
CEU, through the auditing of CEU Master's
level classes. Students are also engaged in
critical debates regarding the political,
economic and social condition and status of
Roma through seminars that combine the
study of history and identity with recent
developments in the politics of governing
Roma communities in the region.”
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Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
The Dr. Ámbédkar High School has had an
ongoing relationship with CEU for
approximately five years. Students receive
additional English language instruction from
CEU students on a monthly/biweekly basis.
They also have the opportunity to meet
people from around the world and get a
glimpse into university life. It is the Romani
Studies program through which the English
language program is funded.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The
collaboration
between
a
secondary
educational institution and a higher
education institution helps Ámbédkar
students to achieve a successful school
leaving exam and a wider network that will
support them at a higher educational
institution.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Such
programs (catch-up or gifted and talented)
are funded by NGOs or other institutions
when in fact government funds ought to be
used to support Roma students’ educational
opportunities and successes.

Source:
Mathias
Corvinus Main findings:
Collegium - Roma Tehetség
● “The Roma Talent Program, which supports
Program:
Roma youth, was launched in the fall of 2018
https://www.mcc.hu/romawith the support of the Ministry of Human
tehetseg-program
Resources. The aim of the intensive MCC
training, which complements formal
education, is to support high school and
university Roma youth, to support their
career choices, their successful admissions,
and their successful graduation.”
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Implications for the project:
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
Dr. Ámbédkar High School was recently
approached by a coordinator of the MCC
program and our students will be
participating in the program in the coming
school year.
● Implications for the Educational systems:
Such programs allow for a mentorship
program to begin from the 10th grade and
follow Roma students all the way through to
graduation from university. Mentors help
students navigate the systems of higher
education and ensure their success.

Hungary

Source: Roma Education Fund: Main findings:
https://www.romaeducationfund.org
● “REF’s mission and ultimate goal is to
/
contribute to closing the gap in educational
outcomes between Roma and non-Roma. In
order to achieve this, the organization
supports policies and programs that ensure
quality education for Roma, including the
desegregation of education systems.”
● Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source?
REF offers scholarships to Roma who are
attending university. Few of Dr. Ambedkar
High School’s students make it as far as
university, so we have not been able to
benefit from that opportunity. Despite this,
REF has made donations to the school and
the High School’s mission aligns with REF’s
mission.
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Implications for the project:
●
●

●

mission aligns with REF’s mission.
Implications for the Educational systems:
More pathways need to be made available
to Roma students for continuing their
education in institutions of higher education.
REF’s work is part of this.
Implications for the policy influencing: More
pathways need to be made available to
Roma students for continuing their
education in institutions of higher education.
REF’s work is part of this.

Source: Romaversitas Foundation: Main findings: :
https://romaversitas.hu/
● “Our mission is the supplementary training,
financial, moral and intellectual support of
talented Roma students enrolled in higher
education institutes and, through this, the
promotion of the idea and practice of equal
opportunities. The program is the first
initiative of its kind in Hungary.”
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Implications for the project:
● Students of Dr. Ámbédkar High School have
participated in numerous Romaversitas
programs in recent years, including the
Romaversitas Summer University where they
received intense English courses and cultural
and social courses with renowned Roma
intellectuals and activists. As well, Ambedkar
students have been able to participate in
Romaversitas’s
university
preparatory
courses in its online format during the
2020/2021 academic year.
● Implications for the Educational systems:
Through programs offered by Romaversitas
programs the mentorship that is necessary
for Roma students planning to attend
university is a reality. The expansion of the
program whether in capacity or in depth
would be wonderful to see in the future.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Again
we see an NGO is providing a service that
should be in place via the Hungarian
educational system.
● Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: The mentorship that Romaversitas
provides to young Roma people is a best
practice that perhaps the RTRANSFORM can
adopt and adapt to project goals.

Segregation of Roma pupils in education
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Hungary

Source:
Budapest Institute. (2011). School
quality and segregation in Hungary.
Case study for the project “Good
national practices in financing and
quality control of rural schools in the
European Union: First steps.”
Budapest: Budapest Institute.

Main findings:
The poor performance of Hungarian public
education may be traced back to three interrelated
processes: the institutions inherited from the
socialist past which proved inadequate to meet the
changing needs of a globalised market economy,
teaching methods and teacher quality and lastly, the
segregation of disadvantaged pupils in public
schools.”
Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source? We
regularly use the PISA results quoted in the article to
show why the work of the Dr. Ambedkar High
School is essential. We use critical pedagogies to
provide quality education to our students and work
to raise awareness about the segregation of schools
and the impact of that for both Roma and non-Roma
students.

Implications for the project:
●

●

These
three
factors
(inadequate
educational institutions, teaching methods
and teacher quality, the segregation of
disadvantaged students) are obstacles to
equitable education opportunities for
Roma in Hungary.
Implications for the policy influencing:
These
three
factors
(inadequate
educational institutions, teaching methods
and teacher quality, the segregation of
disadvantaged students) are obstacles to
equitable education opportunities for
Roma in Hungary. Funding must be
redirected to support and recruit quality
teachers.
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Source:
Main findings:
ERRC. (2015). ERRC submission to UN
● “This submission is a joint report by the
UPR on Hungary. Budapest: European
Chance for the Children Foundation, the
Rights Centre.
European Roma Rights Centre, and the
Retrieve
from:
Legal Defence Bureau for National and
http://www.errc.org/reports-andEthnic Minorities (NEKI). Major concerns
submissions/errc-submission-to-unrelated to recent changes of the
upr-on-hungary-september-2015
Constitutional system, the functioning of
the a democratic government system,
general human rights protection and social
security, the criminalization of marginalized
and poor members of society, the
government attacks on civil society are all
detailed in the submission to Hungary’s UN
Universal Periodic Review written by a
broader coalition of representatives of
Hungarian civil society. Therefore this
submission will only focus on a few
thematic areas with the aim to highlight
the major concerns related to the equality
and nondiscrimination of Roma people in
Hungary.”

57

Implications for the project:
●

●

●

●

We implement this source in the sense that
Dr. Ámbédkar High School is deeply
concerned about the issues surrounding
equality and nondiscrimination of Roma in
Hungary and is committed to eliminating
these issues.
Implications for the Educational systems:
No strategies have been adopted by the
Hungarian government to decrease
segregation of Roma in public schools,
which are now all nationalized.
Implications for the policy influencing:
Combating racial segregation is neither a
priority nor a long-term goal for the
Hungarian government.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: How is it possible to create
opportunities for Roma women in the
Hungarian educational system when this is
not a priority for the government?
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Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
Kende,
A.
(2018).
Szegregált
● The author gives a brief history of the
oktatásból nem vezet út az
educational system in Hungary and how
egyetemre.
Retrieved
from:
the enacted laws and decrees have lead to
https://qubit.hu/2018/10/25/szegreg
the current state it is in today. “White
alt-oktatasbol-nem-vezet-ut-azflight” and a “loving” segregation (a term
egyetemre
coined by once Minister of Human
Resources Zoltán Balog) are key features
of school segregation in Hungary. Kende
emphasizes that segregation is not only
bad for Roma, but for non-Roma as well
and ultimately concludes that from a
segregated educational system there is no
path to university for Roma students.
Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing
this
source? The school does its best given the
circumstances to find those partners in
and outside of Hungary to create that
path to university for Roma students. This
is a huge challenge given the current
national circumstances.

Implications for the project:
●

●

Implications for the Educational systems:
Teacher training is necessary to develop
teachers’ ability to work effectively with
students who are from different
backgrounds than mainstream students.
Implications for the policy influencing: The
government’s support is essential for the
creation of such pathways that will remain
in place for the long-term and on a
structural level.
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Source: Kézdi, G. & Surány, É. (2009). A
Successful school integration program:
An evaluation of the Hungarian
National
government’s
school
integration
program,
2005-2007.
Working paper, No. 2. Budapest: Roma
Education Fund. Retrieved from:
https://www.romaeducationfund.org/
wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/a_succesful
_school_integration_kezdi_suranyi.pdf

Main findings:
“[The researchers examine] the impact of integrated
education of Roma and/or disadvantaged students
in elementary school, by looking at a program in
which integrated education is accompanied with
teacher training and other support. They examine
the effects on the development of Roma and
disadvantaged, as well as of non-Roma and nondisadvantaged students. The basis for the analysis is
the complex model program of the National
Educational Integration Network (OOIH) that
focused initially on 45 schools. The most important
goal of the program is providing quality education
for all students in an integrated environment. The
analysis of the program’s impact, therefore,
provides an excellent opportunity to demonstrate
the impact of integrated education when it is
accompanied by adequate pedagogical support, in
Hungary, in the early years of the 21st century. The
report describes the different effects various
pedagogical methods have in the classroom.
Student-centered teaching, group work, cooperative
education, and differentiated learning all seem to
have positive effects on student learning.”
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Implications for the project:
Are
your
organization
using/implementing/developing this source? We
use such methodologies in our classrooms at the
school to improve students’ self-esteem and other
non-cognitive skills.
Implications for the Educational systems: The
implementation of such findings has the potential
to transform the entire Hungarian educational
system.
Implications for the policy influencing: Integration
is a key policy issue. If such teaching methods were
included in the national curriculum while
simultaneously prioritizing teacher training, there
is a potential for reducing prejudice against Roma
as well as benefiting non-Roma.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
Implementing such methodologies in workshops
may lead to similar improvements such as those
cited in the article.

Hungary

Source: Kertesi, G., and Kézdi, G.
(2005): Általános iskolai szegregáció
I.:
Okok
és
következmények
[Educational segregation. Causes and
consequences]. Közgazdasagi Szemle,
52, pp 317-355.

Main findings:
“The study examines how the school system can
reinforce
social inequalities through the
mechanisms of segregation. School segregation the education of pupils of different backgrounds in
different schools or classroom groups - can be the
result of several mechanisms: it can arise as a result
of administrative decisions, but it can also intensify
spontaneously as a result of a fully liberalized school
choice system.
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Implications for the project:
The findings of the article show that it is a moral
imperative to desegregate the highly segregated
Hungarian schools nationwide.
Implications for the policy influencing: Since no
policy exists in Hungary that has a real, practical,
step-by-step plan for the path to desegregation, it
is urgent that one be created and promptly
implemented.

Source: Molnár, Emília and Dupcsik,
Csaba (2008). Country Report on
Education: Hungary, EDUMIGROM
Background Papers. Retrieved from:
http://www.edumigrom.eu/sites/defa
ult/files/field_attachment/page/node
1817/edumigrombackgroundpaperhu
ngaryeducation.pdf

Main findings:
“Hungarian society is characterised by deeper
inequalities than one might presuppose from
wealth and income statistics. Reducing these severe
inequalities is, just like during state-socialism, a
declared task of the educational system. In reality,
however, the educational system has been fulfilling
the opposite function, that is, it has been
responsible for reproducing and reinforcing social
inequalities.
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Implications for the project:
The founders of the Dr. Ambedkar High School are
well aware of this alarming trend and established
the High School to provide the sort of secondary
education that would allow Roma to receive the
sort of education that will allow them to obtain a
profession and competence valued on the labour
market.
Implications for the Educational systems: The
Hungarian education system is in a dire state. It is
urgent that system-wide changes be made. Roma
are not receiving the sort of education that would
allow them to be competitive in the job market
which only serves to perpetuate high rates of
unemployment and poverty among Roma.
Implications for the policy influencing: There is an
urgent need for policy that would transform the
Hungarian education system so that equitable
educational opportunities can be accessed by
Roma and non-Roma alike.

Hungary

Source: Rorke, B. (2015). Hungary: A Main findings:
short history of segregation. Budapest:
● This short history of segregation and its
European Roma Rights Centre.
challengers shows that there is nothing
incidental or accidental about the practices
Retrieved
from:
that perpetuate school segregation and
http://www.errc.org/news/hungary-ainequality in Hungary. It is deliberate,
short-history-of-segregation
knowing and systemic.

63

Implications for the project:
● The students of the Dr. Ambedkar High
School often come to us from schools where
there are segregated classrooms or from
segregated schools. With such a poor quality
of education, it becomes all the more
challenging to make sure our students are
able to graduate from high school.
Segregation
works
to
perpetuate
stereotypes about Roma.
● Implications for the Educational systems:
Because schools are segregated at such a
high rate in Hungary (45%), this could mean
that segregation is an accepted reality
among many Hungarians and the way things
should operate. At such a high rate of
segregation, prejudice runs rampant.
Implications for the policy influencing:
Measures need to be taken on an EU-level
to force Hungary to desegregate its schools.

Implications for the project:

Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities

Hungary

Source:

Main findings:

Amrita OBK Association in Hungary. A
mentoring system for Roma women and
teenage girls on their vocational and
educational path. Retrieved from:

The main motivation behind the project MS4ROW is
that the Roma women and teenage girls are often
victims of double discrimination: firstly for being
women, and secondly for being Roma.
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http://ms4row.eu/

Implications for the project:
Through the project, there was a leader-mentor
training, the development of a web application,
mentoring system, mentoring manual, and
dissemination tools.
The development of such resources can benefit
Roma girls’ and women’s education in Hungary.
Implications for the policy influencing: Mentoring
systems are one key factor for the success of Roma
girls’ and women in education.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
Amrita’s way of developing a mentoring system can
be considered as a best practice in terms of project
planning, creating, and implementation.

Source:
Main findings:
European Parliament. (2013). Country
Report on Hungary Empowerment of
● This study focuses on the concept of
Romani Women within the European
empowerment of Romani women to
Framework of National Roma Inclusion
analyse the existing living conditions of
Strategies.
Retrieved
from:
Romani women, interpret the national
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegDa
Roma inclusion strategy, and to scrutinise
ta/etudes/etudes/join/2013/493021/IP
good practices. The analysis shows that the
OL-FEMM_ET(2013)493021_EN.pdf
present living conditions of Romani women
in Hungary call for intervention. The
national Roma inclusion strategy may have
positive
impacts
on
women’s
empowerment but its effectiveness is
limited by an unfavourable institutional
context.”
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Implications for the project:
● At the Dr. Ambedkar High School we see
the trends described in the study, in
particular how young Roma women drop
out of school because of teenage
pregnancy.
● Implications for the Educational systems:
The
asymmetrical
gender
power
distribution within the family, and the
strongly differentiated gender roles in
Roma communities push Romani women
into early marriage and early motherhood.
This forces them to drop out of school and
increases the barriers for them to access
the labour market and to improve their
economic situation.

Hungary

Source:
Szakmáry, E., Paksy, A., Ungváry, G.
(2018). Role of Education in the
Quality of Life of Roma Women and
Their Families. Budapest: „Fodor
József” National Centre for Public
Health.
Retrieved
from:
https://www.nnk.gov.hu/cejoem/Vo
lume24/Vol24No1-2/24_12_Article_05.pdf

Main findings:
●

They found that the Roma with low education
level living in colonies and colony-like
arrangements could be divided into subgroups
according to their various education levels.
Based on the studied parameters, quality of life
was best in the case of those with secondary
level education. The conclusion was that
reaching higher degrees within low level
education can also be a first step in the process
of social inclusion of the Roma.
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Implications for the project:
●

●

The study supports the well-understood fact
that with higher education comes better quality
of life.
Implications for the policy influencing:
Intervention on a local, national, and EU levels is
necessary to change the quality of life for Roma
in Hungary.

Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse

Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
Kim, D.S. (2016). The
● Based on the qualitative research of elite interviews and
rise of European right
narrative analysis of Hungarian documents, the main aim of
radicalism: The case of
this article is twofold: (1) to elucidate the transformation of
Jobbik. Communist and
Jobbik from a marginal extra-parliamentary youth focused
Post-Communist Studies
movement to an influential parliamentary party; (2) to
(49)345-357.
discuss the impact of Jobbik's ascension on the main centreright Fidesz only as a pre-conclusion. It argues that the rise
of Jobbik is not a protest phenomenon that simply
demonstrates a social disenchantment with the transitional
economy.

Implications for the project:
●

●

The article shows that Jobbik’s rise as a far-right political
party significantly influenced and transformed the politics
of Fidesz in that Fidesz moved further right in its political
agenda to compete with Jobbik for power.
Implications for the policy influencing: The public
declarations of racist sentiments toward Roma are
existential threats to the wellbeing of Roma in Hungary.
Such declarations empower neo-Nazis and other racists to
verbally and physically enact violence on Roma
communities.
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Source: Juhász, A., et. al. Main findings:
(2017). Az átrendeződés
● In Hungary, the movement of the ruling Fidesz to the far
éve: A populista jobb és a
right has accelerated over the past year, and in parallel to
szélsőjobb
a
mai
the largest opposition party the apparent decline of the
Magyarországon.
Jobbik for Hungary Movement (Jobbik). These two
Budapest:
Political
movements in opposite directions, being the two largest
Capital Kft. & Social
parties, define the whole of the political space in Hungary
Development Institute
and are not independent of each other.
Kft. Retrieved from:
https://www.politicalcap Implications for the project:
● There are large numbers of Roma who give their political
ital.hu/pcsupport and vote to Fidesz politicians. Their vote is bought.
admin/source/media/Bo
How can this be changed in the light of the fact that Fidesz
ell_Szelsojobb_HUN_171
politicians do not have Roma women’s interests at heart?
220.pdf
How can the opposition political parties be forced to
consider Roma as equal partners in their political agendas?

Hungary

Source:
Main findings:
Kócze,
A.
(2020).
● The structural racialized patterns of segregation and
Enduring the deepstructural violence of Roma have been tacitly accepted,
rooted racialization of
institutionalized, and invigorated by recent populist politics
Roma.
Open
in Europe. This alarming normalization of structural raceDemocracy. Retrieved
based exclusion has become the foundation for the
from:
inferiorization and dehumanization of Roma in the public
https://www.opendem
imagination.”
ocracy.net/en/caneurope-makeit/enduring-deep-
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rooted-racializationroma/

Implications for the project:
●

The public declarations of racist sentiments toward Roma
are existential threats to the wellbeing of Roma in Hungary.
Silent elites, academics, and other intellectuals should also
be held accountable for allowing the dehumanization of
Roma to continue unchecked. Such declarations empower
neo-Nazis and other racists to verbally and physically enact
violence on Roma communities.

Source: Kovai, C. (2020). Main findings:
A
vidék
lázadása:
● Kristóf Szombati's book The Revolt of the Provinces: Anticigányellenesség és a
Gypsyism and Right-Wing Politics in Hungary interprets the
középosztály
válsága.
far-right radicalization of anti-Gypsyism in rural Hungary in
Retrieved
from:
the late 2000s and early 2010s through rich ethnographic
https://ujegyenloseg.hu/
material. His book is related to the interpretation that the
a-videk-lazadasaso-called the strengthening of populist or far-right political
ciganyellenesseg-es-aactors (see Brexit, Trump, etc.) can be interpreted as “antikozeposztaly-valsaga
elite” action by losers of global economic transformations.

Implications for the project:
● The founders of the school work to try to get Roma be
represented accurately in Hungarian school textbooks so
that prejudices against Roma can be eradicated and the
violence from supporters of right-wing ideologies can be
appropriately punished.
● Implications for the Educational systems: The history and
culture of Roma in Hungary, Europe and the world at large
need to be included in textbooks and school curricula in all
schools in Hungary to eradicate prejudice against Roma.

Experience of discrimination of Roma women
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Hungary

Source:
ERRC.
(2015).
ERRC
submission to UN UPR on
Hungary.
Budapest:
European Rights Centre.
Retrieved
from:
http://www.errc.org/report
s-and-submissions/errcsubmission-to-un-upr-onhungary-september-2015

Main findings:
This submission is a joint report by the Chance for the Children
Foundation (hereinafter also referred to as “CFCF”), the European
Roma Rights Centre (hereinafter also referred to as “ERRC”) and
the Legal Defence Bureau for National and Ethnic Minorities
(hereinafter also referred to as “NEKI”).

Implications for the project:
● The recommendations regarding education emphasize
establishing legal frameworks and funding for ways to
eradicate segregation.
● Implications for the policy influencing: Policies can
clearly be developed based on the recommendations of
the report.
● Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
would be useful to review the recommendations
provided in this report especially those concerning the
education of Romani children, the discriminatory
inspections of the Council of Miskolc, and the public
work system.

Spain:

Early school leaving
SPAIN

Source:
https://www.museuvirtualgita
no.cat/2018/03/17/el-plaintegral-organitza-s-san-rocla-segona-conferencia-sobre-

Main findings: Early Education Talks (0-6 years)
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els-beneficis-delescolaritzacio-de-nensgitanos-i-gitanes-a-leducacioprimerenca/

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
INCLUD-ED. Strategies for
inclusion and social cohesion
from education in Europe.
Main resercher: Ramon Flecha
(Universitat de Barcelona).
http://creaub.info/included/.

Implications for the Educational systems:
It gives an important paper to the early
education.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
encourages the politics to implement
policies in that way.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It encourages the Roma families to
give importance to early education.

Main findings:
It found the educative strategies which contribute to
overcome the inequalities in the more vulnerable
groups, among these, the Roma families.

Implications for the project:
-

-

Implications for the Educational systems:
It claims the Educational system to
implement successful actions with the
pupils.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
encourages to implement good practices.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It encourages to improve the
situation of Roma people in education.
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Source:
Delaigue, C. (2013). Recensión
de" Historia de éxito. Modelos
para reducir el abandono
escolar de la adolescencia
gitana".
https://digibug.ugr.es/bitstrea
m/handle/10481/25171/GA_R
ecension03_CDelaigue.pdf?se
quence=6&isAllowed=y

Main findings:
It is an ethnography which analyzes the situation of
Roma people in the educational system in Andalucia,
Spain, and shows the deficiencies of this system and the
possibilities for the Roma pupils to be successful in
Education.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Sastre i Albendea, S. (2015). La
inclusió de la comunitat gitana
a l'escola Juan Ramón Jiménez
de Sabadell.
http://dspace.uvic.cat/bitstrea
m/handle/10854/4215/trealu

Implications for the Educational systems:
It shows that somethings have to change in
the educational system.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
encourages the policy makers to make
strong policies.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It gives some advice about how to
overcome the early school abandonment.

Main findings:
It shows the deficiencies about inclusion in a school from
Catalonia, Spain, and gives us possible things to improve
this situation.
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_a2015_sastre_sonia_inclusio
_comunitat.pdf?sequence=1&
isAllowed=y

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Ballester i Amador, C. (2020).
La comunitat gitana i
l'educació.
http://dspace.uvic.cat/xmlui/h
andle/10854/6394

Implications for the Educational systems:
it encourages to consider the voice of the
Roma families by the school and to make
these families part of the Educational
system.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
claims for an effort in policies for the Roma
people in school.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It gives importance to the Roma
families in the process of education.

Main findings:
It shows that it is necessary to improve the educative
practices to include the Roma community in Education
system

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Implications for the Educational systems:
It claims for better practices in the
Educational system in Catalonia.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
claims that we need better policies in
education.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: it seeks the improvement of Roma
children in Education.

Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling
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SPAIN

Source:
https://www.fundaciopereclosa.o
rg/promocio-escolar/

Main findings:
Scholar promotion for the Roma People

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Khalfaoui, A., García-Carrión, R., &
Villardón-Gallego,
L.
(2020).
Bridging the gap: engaging Roma
and migrant families in early
childhood education through
trust-based
relationships.
European
Early
Childhood
Education Research Journal, 28(5),
701-711.
https://dkh.deusto.es/comunidad
/research/recurso/bridging-thegap-engaging-roma-andmigrant/b5c3c33d-22cb-463c9157-67d6b900dfa6

Implications for the Educational systems: The
Educational system was who request this
project to delete the school leaving.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
claims that we need strong policies in that
thing.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It encourages the Roma kids to
continue to study.

Main findings:
The main results show that to bridge the gap the
participation of the Roma families in the school has been
fostered by a strong collaboration constructed with
egalitarian
dialogue,
trust
and confidence-based
relationships, and having a shared purpose of ensuring highquality education for all children.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
encourages the Educational system to bet for
an incorporation of Rama families in the
education process.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
encourages too the policy makers to listen the
Roma families.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It gives the image of a family
empowered collaborating in the educational
process.
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Source:
https://ateneu.xtec.cat/wikiform/
wikiexport/cmd/eif/pepg/index

Main findings:
To commemorate the 600 years of Roma People in Catalonia
the Education System has developed different activities
culture, values, history... to be used at schools.

Implications for the project:
-

-

Source:
https://sede.educacion.gob.es/pu
bliventa/d/22079/19/0
García, J. A. (2017). La cultura del
pueblo gitano en el currículo de la
educación obligatoria, a través de
su
presencia,
ausencia
y
percepción en los libros de texto.
Madrid: Ministerio de Educación,
Cultura y Deporte.

Implications for the Educational systems:
Education system is directly implicated doing
so.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
means that policies are going in good way.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It could give visibility to Roma pupils
and their culture, so it could encourage them
with the education.

Main findings:
It is a document from the Spanish Education Office which
highlights the lack of role models of Roma people in scholar
curriculum.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
encourages the Education system to change
this lack of visibility.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
claims for an improvement in Education
policies.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: if education bodies give more visibility
to Roma People it would empower them.
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Participation in superior educational levels
SPAIN

Source:
https://www.museuvirtualgitan
o.cat/es/2020/07/31/22persones-gitanes-aspiren-asuperar-les-proves-dacces-a-launiversitat-per-a-majors-de-25anys/

Main findings:
Course for the Roma People to access University +25 years old

Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
generates an important impact in the University
System (i.e. from 2012 to 2020, 39 Roma People
including some women have accessed to
University)

- Implications for the policy influencing: This project
comes from the policy makers of Catalonia, so it
implicates the engagement of the politics.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It gives to some Roma women the
support to access to University and empower
them through education.

Source:
https://www.campusrom.org/p
royectos

Main findings:
Uni4Rom is a project which give support to the access and the
success to the Roma People in Catalonia
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Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Macías-Aranda, F .; Valls-Carol,
R .; González García, J .; García
Espinel, T. (2020) Del gueto a la
universidad: impacto de las
actuaciones educativas de éxito
en la inclusión social y educativa
del pueblo gitano. En Arellano,
A, Carrica-Ochoa, S .; SotésElizalde, MA (coord.) Juventud
Gitana. Retos para la inclusión
educativa y social en su
transición a la vida adulta. (
págs .65-118). Editorial Graó.

Implications for the Educational systems: It
generates an important impact in the University
System.
Implications for the policy influencing: It make
visible the Roma People in University system, so
it claims for policies for them.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: It encourages the Roma People to be
successful in University and it generates an
important impact in the Roma Community
included in the Roma women.

Main findings:
This chapter talks about the non-scientific practices which
make it difficult for the success of Roma in Education and
proposes Successful Educational Actions.

Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: Cleary it
implicates the Educational system to implement
scientific practices.
- Implications for the policy influencing: It implicates
that the policy bodies encourage the Schools to
use good practices with Roma pupils.
- Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: it
looks for excellence in education for Roma
People.

Source:
Main findings:
EDUROM, GITANAS Y GITANOS This research project wanted to find the barriers which Roma
EN LA UNIVERSIDAD
People find to access University.
https://web.ua.es/es/catedra-
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cultura-gitana/documentos/gestadm/memoria-deactividades-an-o-2018.pdf

Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: It claims
for changes in Education System to improve this
situation.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
encourages to implement good policies.
- Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
gives tools and examples for the Roma People to
be successful in University.

Source:
Main findings:
https://idus.us.es/handle/1144 It is a study which analyze the successful trajectories of
1/68537
different Roma People in the University of Seville.
Padilla Carmona, M. T.,
González Monteagudo, J., & .
Soria Vílchez, A. (2017). Gitanos
en la Universidad: Un estudio
de caso de trayectorias de éxito
en la Universidad de Sevilla.
Revista de Educación, 377, 187211.
Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
encourages the Educational system to implement
policies to close the gap between Roma and nonRoma.
- Implications for the policy influencing: It encourage
to give more visibility to these successful cases.
- Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
empower the Roma People through these
successful stories.

Segregation of Roma pupils in education
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SPAIN

Source:
Toro, I. P., Alvarez-Roldan, A., &
Gamella, J. F. (2017). Un
conflicto silenciado: Procesos de
segregación, retraso curricular y
abandono escolar de los
adolescentes gitanos. Revista de
Paz y Conflictos, 10(1), 35-60.
https://www.redalyc.org/pdf/20
50/205052042002.pdf

Main findings:
This article shows as a one of the causes of the early
abandonment school the segregation of the Roma pupils

Source:
Macías Aranda, F. (2017).
Contribuciones
del
Pueblo
Gitano para luchar contra la
Pobreza y el Antigitanismo a
través de su participación en
Actuaciones Educativas de Éxito
(Doctoral
dissertation,
Universitat de Barcelona).
https://www.tdx.cat/handle/10
803/663372#page=1

Main findings:
This thesis shows the failure of the Education System with
Roma people among which there is segregation in the
school.

Implications for the project:
- mplications for the Educational systems: It claims
a change with the segregation of Roma pupils.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates a greater implication of the policies
in the education practices with Roma people.
- Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
This article shows the reasons for the education
failure of Roma people.
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Implications for the project:
- Implications for the Educational systems: It claims
for some changes in the Education system.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates to considerer Roma people to make
policies.
- Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
This shows some implications to overcome the
social exclusion.

Source:
https://discrikamira.eu/wpcontent/uploads/2019/03/Infor
me-de-Segregación.pdf
Santiago, C., & Maya, O. (2012).
Segregación
escolar
del
alumnado gitano en España.

Main findings:
This Report shows the problem with the segregation with
Roma people in schools in different parts of Spain and their
consequences.

Implications for the project:
-

-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
claims for a change in segregation practices.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
demands policy implications to change this
situation.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM
project: it looks for improvement for the Roma
pupils.
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Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities
SPAIN

Source:
Fernández,
M.,
Domínguez, C., & Flecha,
A.
(2004).»Mujeres
gitanas
y
mercado
laboral: mecanismos para
superar
su
triple
exclusión».
Lanharremanak: Revista
de relaciones laborales,
(11),
8194.https://dialnet.unirioj
a.es/servlet/articulo?codi
go=1067706

Main findings:
This article exposes that the participation of Roma women in
education is fundamental to transform the inequalities.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Macías, F., & Redondo,
G. (2012). Pueblo gitano,
género y educación:
investigar para excluir o
investigar
para
transformar. RISE, 1(1),
71-92.
https://dialnet.unirioja.e

Implications for the Educational systems: It
implicate that the implication of Roma women is
fundamental.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates that the policies have to consider the
Roma women participation.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
this article encourages the participation of Roma
women in the fight against education inequalities.

Main findings:
This article exposes that the participation of Roma women in
research is fundamental to transform the inequalities.
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s/servlet/articulo?codigo
=3918424

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source: Garcia, T. (2015).
Contribuciones de la
Mujer Gitana a la Ciencia,
a las Políticas ya la
Mejora Social. Géneros,
4(3), 4.
https://dialnet.unirioja.e
s/servlet/articulo?codigo
=5237508

Main findings:
This article shows the triple discrimination of the Roma women
and at the same time the importance of these women to
improve the life's condition of the whole community.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source:
Aiello, E.,
Amador-López,
J.,
Munté-Pascual, A. y
Sordé-Martí, T. (2019).
Mujeres gitanas de base
organizándose para el

Implications for the Educational systems: It
implicates that the voices of Roma women have
to be listened to.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates that the policies have to consider the
Roma women voices.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
this article encourages the participation of Roma
women in the fight against inequalities.

Implications for the Educational systems: It
shows the importance of the Roma women role in
the System.
Implications for the policy influencing: It shows
the importance of the Roma women role to
develop policies.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
It empowers the Roma women giving them the
importance they have.

Main findings:
This article contributes evidence to show how Roma women
are fighting to improve their own living conditions and those of
their people by organizing at the grassroots level.
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cambio social: un estudio
del impacto de las
‘reuniones
de
estudiantes de mujeres
gitanas’. Sostenibilidad,
11 (15), 4054. doi:
10.3390 / su11154054

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Source: Girbés-Peco, S.,
Gairal-Casadó,
R.
y
Torrego-Egido, L. (2019).
Participación de mujeres
gitanas y marroquíes en
la
formación
de
familiares:
beneficios
educativos
y
psicosociales. Cultura y
Educación, 1-26. doi:
10.1080
/
11356405.2019.1656487

Implications for the Educational systems: It
implicates that Educational system should give
more importance to the Roma women activities.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates that policies have to work hand in hand
with Roma women.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
it implicates that Roma women are fundamental
to social change and the improvement in
education.

Main findings:
The data obtained suggest that the inclusion of the women in
the educational programmes has helped improve the women’s
perception of their academic and linguistic abilities

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse

Implications for the Educational systems: It
implicates that Educational system should give
more importance to the Roma women voices.
Implications for the policy influencing: It
implicates that policies have to work hand in hand
with Roma women.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
It empowers the Roma women being themselves
a transform element.
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SPAIN

Source:
https://web.gencat.cat/ca
/actualitat/detall/Catalun
ya-impulsa-una-lleipionera-contralantigitanisme

Main findings: Project of Law against Antigypsyism

Implications for the project:
-

Source:
https://ergonetwork.org/
pecao/

Implications for the Educational systems: This Law will
have implications in all spheres of the Catalan Society.
Implications for the policy influencing: It awareness the
policy bodies about Antigypsyism.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: One of
the consequences of Antigypsyism is the educational
failure, so it helps to improve this situation.

Main findings: PECAO is a project in which there are different entities
around Europe included one from Spain and it wants to show the online
Hate Speech to awareness the society about it.

Implications for the project:
-

-

Source:
http://www.fagic.org/202
0/06/26/agrep-nuevastecnologias-ante-unantiguo-problema-elantigitanismo/

Implications for the Educational systems:
Implications for the policy influencing: It is looking for the
implication of the policy makers showing the importance
of the Antigypsyism in the discourses.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: One of
the consequences of Antigypsyism is the educational
failure, so it helps to improve this situation.

Main findings:
This is a project against Antigypsyism in Catalonia, Spain. Between
other things they have developed an App to report Anti-Gypsyism
cases.
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Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: It could find
some Antypsyism cases in Educational system.
Implications for the policy influencing: It implicates that
we need strong policies to fight against Antigypsyism.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
implicates that Roma People have barriers derivate from
Antigypsyism which we have to fight against.

Source:
Main findings:
https://www.gitanos.org/ It shows the importance and persistence of Anti-Gypsyism in Spain.
upload/85/61/interior_dis
criminacion_2016_web.p
df
Gitano, F. S. (2016).
Discriminación
y
comunidad
gitana.
Número especial sobre
antigitanismo.

Implications for the project:
-

Implications for the Educational systems: It implicates
that we need to solve this situation with the Roma People.
Implications for the policy influencing: It encourages the
policy makers to work against Anti-Gypsyism.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
implicates that we need to work to solve this situation
because it has consequences in all spheres.

Experience of discrimination of Roma women
SPAIN

Source: Espinel,
T.
G., Main findings: In some part of this article, the authors show us
Santiago, D. S., & Algar, M. G. the triple discrimination of Roma women.
(2019).
Diseñando
e
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Implementado
Políticas Implications for the project:
Públicas con y para la
Implications for the Educational systems: It
Comunidad Gitana. El Impacto
implicates that Educational system should consider
Social del Plan Integral del
this Roma women situation.
Pueblo Gitano en Cataluña.
Implications for the policy influencing: It implicates
International Journal of Roma
that policy makers have to work hard to improve
Studies, 1(1), 84-119.
this situation.
https://www.hipatiapress.com
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project:
/hpjournals/index.php/ijrs/arti
The article shows that if we want to change the
cle/view/3957
situation of the Roma women, we have to consider
their voices, so it empowers the Roma women.

Source:
Fernández,
M.,
Domínguez,
C.,
&
de
Sanmamed, A. F. F. (2004).
Mujeres gitanas y mercado
laboral: mecanismos para
superar su triple exclusión. Lan
Harremanak:
Revista
de
relaciones laborales, (11), 8194.
https://dialnet.unirioja.es/serv
let/articulo?codigo=1067706

Main findings:
This article shows the triple discrimination of Roma women and
how these women are overcoming these barriers.

Implications for the project:
-

-

-

Implications for the Educational systems: It
implicates that Education system has to consider
the Roma women as a transform agent in their
communities.
Implications for the policy influencing: It implicates
for the politicians that they have to listen the Roma
women voices.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: It
shows the power of the Roma women to transform
the inequalities in opportunities.

Source:
Main findings:
https://www.tandfonline.com/ This article explores the experiences of ‘Sinti and Roma’ women
doi/abs/10.1080/13691457.20 in Germany with regard to their educational biographies.
15.1126557
Reimer, J. (2016). Education,
ethnicity
and
gender.
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Educational biographies of Implications for the project:
‘Roma and Sinti’women in
Implications for the Educational systems: It
Germany. European Journal of
implicates that Educational system have to
Social Work, 19(3-4), 556-569.
consider the discrimination that Roma women
suffer.
Implications for the policy influencing: It demands
a higher implication to the policy makers.
Other implications for the RTRANSFORM project: it
implicates that Roma women suffer discrimination
and how they overcome by education

GREECE:
GREECE

Source:
Penteri,
E.,
Petroyannis,
K.
(2010),
Cultural
values and causal
attributes of gypsy
mothers for
their
children
development
in
search
of
two
communities
(settlements)
in
Komotiniwww.researchgate.n
et

Main findings:
·

closed social system and intermarriage reinforce
marginalization and contribute to the preservation of their
cultural characteristics

·

Living in an urban environment and contacts with the dominant
culture influence parental beliefs, which show a shift to more
individualistic values. (Bornstein & Cote, 2003)

·

parents who come into contact with the prevailing culture and
competitive nature of industrial society adopt more modern,
individual-centered ideas for raising their children (Park &
Cheah, 2005)

·

the community as negative factor for the social development of
the child
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Implications for the project:

Source:
URBACTSTAY
TUNED PROJECTON
EARLY
LEAVING
FROM EDUCATION
AND
TRAINING
(Boosting
the
Frequency
of
Qualification )

·

cultural issues should be included in women’s empowerment
(proud of their origin)

·

implementation of women's empowerment actions to increase
their participation in the social life of the local community

·

empowerment of women's clubs

·

implementation of actions for the equal social development and
coexistence of Roma children with children of the general
population

·

Empowerment actions for Roma women role supporting and
strengthening actions to continue the school and become
positive role models for the children and young girls

Main findings:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

the main challenges for Roma and ESL are: 1. lack of interest and
participation 2. prejudices and stereotypes about education 3.
resistance to change attitude/ culture towards to education 4. lack
of motives and level of commitment 5. lack of information of
educational options 6. women motivation and empowerment
Working from “within” the community is essential (bottom-up
approach)
financial support (Social Solidarity Allowance) as an initial incentive
to motivate and empower women to stay engaged with education
( Literacy Program for Adults, Second Chance School, Night School,
Apprenticeship School etc.)
holistic support by an interdisciplinary team (psychologist, social
worker, educational specialist, Roma mediator)
the creation of networks between Services involved for the social
inclusion of the Roma is necessary (Education, Labor organisations,
Health and Social Services )
to be successful in their studies, the children need support from
their parents (adult/ women education is prerequisite)
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Implications for the project:
1. Organize actions for the empowerment of the women
2. new practices by Local Authorities for promoting Education and
Training
3. New roles for the Local Authorities : as brokers between Roma and
Services
4. networking between Services is necessary
5. it is crucial to create an early warning system of school drop- out
(have information about socio-economic problems, discuss about
absences , school problems with students, parents, teachers'
observations etc)
high level of education provided
Source:
Macris, V. (2015).
Romani
peoples’
resistance
to
mainstream
schooling: A focus on
Romani woman and
girls’ education and
the
educational
policies, barriers, and
practices in Greece.
Alberta Journal of
Educational
Research, 61(4), 449464.

Main findings:
● Abuse or the risk of abuse of Roma girls in schools is another
reason for early drop out at the primary school level, in Greece (
Macris 2015:458).
● Early marriage amongst Roma girls is another, and very serious,
contributing factor to why Roma girls stop attending, or do not
attend school at all. (Macris 2015:458)

Implications for the project:
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Source:

Strataki,
I.,
&
Petrogiannis,
K.
(2020). Greek Roma
mothers’ relationship
with
education:
aspirations
and
expectations
regarding
the
educational future of
their
children.
Contemporary Social
Science, 1-14.

Main Findings:
● Both lack of financial resources and knowledge are barriers in
Roma mothers’ supporting their children with their schooling.
● There is a lack of communication between Roma parents’ and
teachers’ beliefs and expectations. School is considered as a
‘Gadze’ (every non-Roma person or context) institution. This
contradictory status may be a critical reason of school dropout
(Vassiliadou & Pavlis-Korres, 2011 in Strataki & Petrogiannis, 2020).
● The current analysis revealed that one factor that affects Roma
mothers’ expectations was social pressure, that condemn this
particular group of population to remain at the bottom of the pit.
● Roma mothers’ personal history and experiences influenced the
educational aspirations they had for their children. They view
education as a vehicle for upward mobility.

Implications for the project:
● After-class activities could support Roma students who cannot be
helped within their family environment.
● School partnerships with Roma family should be established.
● Cultural issues should be addressed in teacher education.

EUROPEAN LEVEL

Source:

Main findings:
● Poverty, early marriages and giving birth at a young age
Andrei, R., Martinidis,
have been identified as the main causes of school
G., & Tkadlecova, T.
absenteeism and drop-out for Roma girls in Central and
(2014).
Challenges
Eastern Europe by the UNDP/ILO Survey.
faced by Roma women
in
Europe
on
education,
employment, health
and housing-focus on
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Czech
Republic,
Romania and Greece.
Balkan Social Science
Review, 4, 323-351.

Implications for the project:
● A bottom-up initiative taking place within Roma
communities, both geographically and organisationally.
● Proper information about the status and needs of the
beneficiaries.
● Political will and continuous and stable funding.

Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling:
GREECE

Source:
Katsiadrami,
F.
(2016), The views of
Roma parents on the
education of their
children
(postgraduate paper)

Main findings:
● Roma parents believe that it’s not their choice to send
their children to go to schools
● Roma parents consider most of the lessons that the
children attend useless while they are only interested
in the basic knowledge of the language and
mathematics
● Roma parents have not developed a special
relationship with their children's teachers, on the
grounds of lack of time and that there is no reason for
such a thing to happen
● The demand for bilingual education seems to be
disappearing as they become members of Greek
society, and for this reason they must speak Greek
● Parents seem to have completely lost their confidence
in the Greek education system.

Implications for the project:
● organize actions to change the beliefs of Roma
parents for the education
● support parents for the establishment and operation of
Parents' Associations
● support parents for their parental role
● empower and support women to continue to attend
school

Source:
Macris,
Romani

Main findings:
● subservience of Roma women to a patriarchal
V. (2015).
community that leads to their illiteracy and ignorance
peoples’
of their rights
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resistance
to Implications for the project:
mainstream
schooling: A focus on
Romani woman and
girls’ education and
the
educational
policies, barriers, and
practices in Greece.
Alberta Journal of
Educational Research,
61(4), 449-464.
Source:

Main Findings:
● The Greek Deputy Ombudsman for Children’s Rights
Dragonas, T. (2012).
stressed that “mothers can play an important role in
Roma mothers and
preparing children for school” (:53)
their young children.
Unpublished report.
The Hague: Bernard
Van Leer Foundation.
Implications for the project:
● Creation of mothers’ groups that would help them
build up self-confidence, raise their awareness in
educational matters, and render them more capable in
transmitting to their children the notion of
responsibility inherent in the educational process (:53)
● Creation of Critical Literacy Centres inside the
settlements that would impact mothers and children
(examples of NGO ARSIS and Project “Education for
Roma Children” in the areas of the North and South
Aegean.)
Source:
https://borgenproject
.org/womens-rightsin-greece/

Main Findings:
●

Migrant and Roma women are on average, at an even
worse economical and educational disadvantage. For
example, the typical Romani woman in Greece will
spend less than six years in school.
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Implementations for the project
● With an adjustment to public opinion and the presence
of female leaders such as President Sakellaropoulou,
experts believe that the country is capable of
combating historical barriers to women’s rights in
Greece that still affect its culture, today.

Participation in superior educational levels

GREECE

Source:

Main findings:
● women responded very positively – 2019: 8 women and 3
Scholarship program for
men enrolled to Hellenic Open University 2020: 5 women
Roma
high
school
and I man enrolled
graduates to study to
● Only 1 woman managed to continue her studies
Hellenic Open UniversityThe contribution of the
Community Center with
Roma
Branch
of Implications for the project:
● Roma women need support with their studies – Lessons
Municipality
of
(Foreign languages, use of the educational platform, etc)
Ampelokipi- Menemeni
● Support with the children (harmonization of family and
studies)

Source:
Dragonas, T. (2012).
Roma mothers and their
young
children.
Unpublished report. The
Hague: Bernard Van Leer
Foundation.

Main findings:
● A Roma woman named G who had just graduated from
university, also seems to be torn between adhering to
traditional values and planning with her husband a life of
their own.
● Even G, who is a woman that managed to overcome the
barriers that prevent Roma women from taking an
alternative path, had her baby at 20 years old. «You see»,
she says, «Once a girl has consummated her love, she has to
marry. Virginity is a matter of honour for a Roma girl».
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Implications for the project:
● There is need of stable upbringing context rendering the
family less socially vulnerable. (:23)

Source:

Main findings:

Themelis, S. (2013). Social
change and education in
Greece: A study in class
struggle
dynamics.
Springer.

●

It is not rare for females in the third generation, especially the
younger ones, to enter university thanks to policies such as
university expansion as well as the changing mentality about
women’s education. However, educational opportunities have
not been totally equalized for Roma females relative to their
non-Roma peers (:172).

Implications for the project:
● Change mentality about women’s education
● Exigencies of educational environment and labor market.

Segregation of Roma pupils in education:
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GREECE

Source:
Takopoulou, S. (2002), The
gypsy at the crossroad of
two
cultures:
gypsy
meeting and non- gypsy
tradition in education,
Thesis

Main findings:
● If the presence of minority groups is considered as a
"Problem" that needs to be addressed immediately to
achieve integration and their acceptance, then will
follow a tactic of superculture
● if the dominant (official) culture recognizes the cultural
pluralism that characterizes its whole society and
respect the particularities of the individual groups, then
its policy will be based on anti-racist sentiments
● Greek educational policy for the education of minorities
is assimilative. The particularities of minority students
are not taken into account
● The way of organizing education is tailored to the needs
of dominant group
● The biggest blow that can bring formal education to the
Roma child's cultural identity is a rejection of his
language
● The Roma language, the appearance, the way of life and
the way of thinking, experiences and Roma culture as a
whole are not accepted by members of the school's
non-gypsy groups. The value system of the family not
only does it not keep up with that of the school but it
conflicts with it
● The stereotypes and prejudices of non-gypsy society
form a hostile attitude to this cultural minority inside
education
● The views of Roma mothers and children are
representative of the attitude of the Roma minority
towards the official educational policy and,
characteristically, perceptions and expectations of gypsy
children for school keep up with those of their parents.
That is, they also in turn express a distrust towards the
school, they consider it foreign and hostile and believe
that it offers them nothing but creates them problems
with language and their relationships with teachers and
their peers
● The Roma child is called upon to adapt, integrate and to
reject those elements of his identity that prevent the
smooth its integration into the education system
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Implications for the project:
● actions to strengthen Roma to participate in social,
economic, political and cultural life of the local
community and country
● teachers' training in accordance with the principles of
intercultural education, anti-racism, anti- gypsyism etc

Papadopoulou, V. (2010), Main findings:
The school that unites: an
● stereotypes about Roma are quite resilient and cannot
educational program to
be overcome with a short intervention
meet the Roma, Thesis
● the experiential way of learning created the conditions
for the active involvement of children in the
acquaintance with the Roma culture

Implications for the project:
● implementation of acquaintance programs of the two
cultures within the schools
● implementation of educational programs for the
acceptance of the different

Source:

Main Findings:

Dragonas, T. (2012). Roma
mothers and their young
children.
Unpublished
report. The Hague: Bernard
Van Leer Foundation.

Greece remains one of the last European countries where de facto
school segregation remains in place and this despite the
Committee of Ministers Recommendation (2004) on Education of
the Roma /Gypsy Children, and the European Court of Human
Rights Sampanis and others judgment. (:52)

Implications for the project:
● The Ministry of Education projects targeting Roma
education have a very important role to play (:53).

Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities
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GREECE

Source:
Roma
women
Literacy
Program, 5th Intercultural
Elementary
School
of
Menemeni
&

Main findings:
● literacy as a necessity of survival and acquisition of
skills to help their children
● It matters how the women are placed to the school,
how they construct and shape its value and which
are their ideologies about it
● the Literacy recommends a socially structured
phenomenon and not just a reading and writing skill
(Cook-Gumperz 2008, Kostouli-Hatzinikolaou, 2011)

Chatzinikolaou,
A.,
Chatzipavlou,
G.
Roma
women Literacy Program, at
Dendropotamos in Griva, E.,
Implications for the project:
Koutsogiannis, D., Dinas, K.,
● actions for the women empowerment
Staiou, A., Hatzipanagiotidi,
● promote women role models
A. & Chatzisavvidis, S. (επιµ.).
2014. Proceedings of the
Panhellenic
Conference
"Critical Writing in School
Practice"
Source:
Scholarship
program for
Roma high school graduates
to study to Hellenic Open
University- The contribution
of the Community Center
with Roma Branch of
Municipality of AmpelokipiMenemeni

Main findings:
●

women responded very positively – 2019: 8 women
and 3 men enrolled to Hellenic Open University 2020:
5 women and I man enrolled

●

Only 1 woman managed to continue her studies

Implications for the project:
● Roma women need support with their studies –
Lessons (Foreign languages, use of the educational
platform, etc)
● Support with the children (harmonization of family
and studies)
● provide support to enhance and strengthen women
motivation to study
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Source:
Main Findings:
Tsiouli, V. (2017), The
● the younger generations of Roma seem to realize
Literacy of Roma Women as a
the necessity of the education
factor for strengthening their
● Marriage at a young age as one of the main reasons
social position and improving
for School drop-out . The most common reason for
the academic course of their
marriage was the Roma culture/ tradition
children. A comparative
● the traditional social role of Roma women is still
research of the views of
preserved
Roma Mothers in two
● the unemployment rates in Roma women are higher
Communities of Municipality
than in men
of
Delta
,
Doctoral
● Maternal illiteracy is an obstacle to their children's
Dissertation
education
● The dominant values and the geographical location
of a community influence the way parents and
children perceive education and the importance
they attach to it (Smith, et al., 1997: 344)
● Factors such as low socio-economic status, lack of
permanent residence and difficulty in accessing
social goods and services affect not only the child's
development but also parental beliefs and practices
(Mendez,
Stillman,
LaForett,
Wandersman,
Flaspohler, 2004: 119-129).
● women recognize the importance of education and
want their children to continue to study
Implications for the project:
● recording the views of the women and implementing
targeted interventions
● social support for women and their participation in
activities useful for their daily lives
● teachers' training in counseling and empowerment
of Roma women
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GREECE

Source:
Yiotopoulou, A. (2011), The
contribution
of Adult
Education
Centers
to
education of Roma of the
Prefecture
of
Karditsa.
Approach from their point of
view trainees, Postgraduate
Paper

Main Findings:
● The participation
rate of Roma women in
educational programs was 10% higher than that of
men
● Some of the reasons women participated in
programs were: 1. to escape from everyday life 2. to
cover their free time 3. to find a better job.
● Main characteristics of the vulnerable groups are
apathy, indifference and resignation from
integration efforts or reintegration into society.
● the usefulness of the training programs for the
improvement of everyday life was very important
to the trainees

Implications for the project:
·

training actions are required to be highly
targeted so that can meet the needs and
problems of these groups

·

the duration and frequency of the programs must
ensure the systematic support of the Roma
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Source:
Tragouda,
A.
(2017),
Investigating the motivations
and barriers of Roma adults
during their participation in
the Second Chance School
(SCS). The case of SCS
Sofadon Karditsa, Master
Dissertation

Main findings:
● The main motive for the participation of Roma
adults in Second Chance Schools is the acquisition of
knowledge (mainly the best use of the Greek
language) and obtaining a diploma aiming to find
work
● Other motives are being able to help their children
and set a "good example" for them, to feel better
about themselves increasing their self-esteem and
self-confidence as well as empowering them their
place in the community
● to women it seems like a second stronger incentive
after "acquiring knowledge" the internal incentive to
aid of self-esteem, of the development of their
personality, of even substandard reaction to the
stereotype she wants in her home and improving
their position in relation to other Gypsies by gaining
social recognition through education. And in men
the findings agree with research by Hancock (2012)
and Rothes et al. (2013) which refer to more
powerful external incentives such as professional
and financial
● The main obstacles in this endeavor are the need to
work with or without mobility and that very young
families take on obligations creating their own
family.
● There are also more "internal"barriers, such as not
giving much value to education or because they
think [if] they don’t do this, they will have financial
implications, either / or because it conflicts with
culture especially in the case of women whose
destination is the home and children
● the family is strongly patriarchal with strong
dependence, financial and emotional ties among its
members and that the woman as their custodian of
the traditions and the preservation of their culture,
is considered to become less in contact with outside
influences and the school is obviously one of them
(Vassiliadou & Pavli-Korre, 2011). They are also in
line with views of Nova-Kaltsouni (p. 40) on the
different treatment of boys and girls, since girls are
intended for children and family, so they do not
need education
● the education of Roma can not be addressed until
the basic issues are resolved, such as living in
deprived areas, lacking access to health and the low
income resulting from traditional jobs forced to do
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Implications for the project:
● teachers' education on the culture of the Roma

Source:
Dragonas, T. (2012). Roma
mothers and their young
children. Unpublished report.
The Hague: Bernard Van Leer
Foundation.

Main findings:
● Roma women with children under three are not the
beneficiaries of any of the education and life long
learning programmers for Roma (:43).
● Empowering women seems to be the best strategy
to help them actively help themselves (:57).
● The vice president of the Romani Women’s
Association (Dendropotamos, Thessaloniki) raised
the importance of education as a basis for women’s
empowerment (:57).
Implications for the project:
● One of the priorities for any new actions on the
Roma should be targeting Roma women and
involving social workers specifically trained to help
this group to empower themselves (:43).
● Social centres within the settlement area as “hubs”
are the best policy that would empower women and
would support and improve the lives of Roma
families. Such hubs could easily develop—in
cooperation
with
academic
and
regional
stakeholders—additional functions and services,
such as second chance schooling and life-long
education and training initiatives, as well as
parenting support (:57).
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Source:
http://peroma.web.auth.gr/p
eroma/sites/roma/files/files/
3_1.pdf
P.3.1. Good practices for
reinforcement
access for young people,
adults
(mostly women) Roma
in literacy programs.
Author:
Aggelos Xatzinikolaou,
Thessaloniki, 2013.

Main findings:
● The paper stresses the need of Roma women in
Dendropotamos to continue schooling for various
needs.
● Participation needs of Roma women in training
programs increase their literacy requirements for a
degree Primary School graduation studies.
● Women consciously claim the education they were
deprived of in childhood and adolescence.
● Roma women are adjusting and enriching their
previous views, develop strategies and identify new
cultural codes during classes.
● Roma women during classes escape from the
culture of silence in which they are often trapped,
realize the situation in which they are and learn to
claim their rights as citizens.

Implications for the project:
● Adaptation of Freire's basic ideological positions for
the education of Roma women in the context of
political and critical awareness.
● View of literacy as a dynamic, social and political
process.
● The inclusion in a school of women (mothers of
students) who did not have complete primary
education, is suggested to be established as an
important part
of the educational micropolitics of a school.
● The literacy frame of the women's section can
function as a literacy proposal for a lifelong learning
process, which will configure all the necessary
supplies of modern man in order to be able to take
an active part in social events related to
environmental issues (political, economic, cultural,
etc.).
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Source:

Main Findings:
● Inability of Roma women to manage daily challenges
http://aid.com.gr/2017/07/0
inside and outside the family.
4/%cf%87roma-ii● Inability to develop mechanisms that will help them
lead their future.
Project : XROMA II

Implications:
● Experiential and theoretical training seminar for 20
young Roma women aged 18-30 around stereotypes,
the concept of discrimination, human rights and
their culture as well as ways to deal with daily
conflicts with family, surroundings or society.
● Support and guidance in public speaking articulation

Main Findings:
https://www.nefeliwomen.c
om/

●
●

●
●
●

Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse:

Participation of Roma women from Greece and
other European countries
Absence of a context for Roma women to connect
with other women in a frame of exchanging
common experiences

exchange of methodological tools in terms of
women's empowerment
exchange of non-formal learning approaches in
terms of theories and techniques.
create a network of adults active in empowering and
supporting women's personal, professional and
business autonomy, as well as raising public
awareness of these issues.
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GREECE

Source:
Zaikou, A., (2015),
the
invisible
obstacles to Roma
integration policy:
reverse racism and
self-targeting. The
role of education ,
Master's
Dissertation

Main findings:
· there is a reverse racism and tendencies of self-targeting in
people experiencing social exclusion
· alienation and marginalization lead to a dynamic of selfprotection and self-ghetto phenomena
·

In a large FRA (2009) survey on minorities
and
discrimination (EU MIDIS), Roma emerged as the
population group most discriminated against because of
their ethnicity

·

maintaining their identity in the face of forces that oppress
them, keeps them united against the "enemy"

·

use of the European e-twining tool with good results

·

The implementation of e-twinning programs develops
strong ties between European citizens, establishes
solidarity and mutual respect, and eliminates xenophobia
and racism.

Implications for the project:
·

implementation of actions that facilitate intercultural
contact between women
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Source:
Dragonas, T. (2012).
Roma mothers and
their
young
children.
Unpublished report.
The Hague: Bernard
Van
Leer
Foundation.

Main findings:
● Anti-Gypsyism is greatly constructed by the media (:18)
● There were no articles in the three examined greek
newspapers focusing on Roma women or children (:18)
● The real problems Roma women face connected to the
appalling living conditions, their utter deprivation and the
insurmountable difficulties in bringing up their children and
caring for themselves and their families, were not discussed,
or even raised (:18)
● The few and far between positive reports, in all three
newspapers of different political orientation, are inadequate
in changing the negative construction of the average reader.
As regards references to women and children these are
sparse, unreflective and uncritical (:19)

Implications for the project:
·

In order to succeed in reversing the vicious circle of
marginalization, there is need of securing adult family
members’ employment, providing legal housing and
decent living conditions […] (:23).

·

Politicians and decision-makers in particular should stop
using rhetoric that stigmatises Roma and authorities
should promote a positive image of the Roma population
by using campaign tools as for example the CoE’s
“Dosta!” campaign (:20).
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Source (on the side Main findings:
of Roma teacher,
who was working
● Cooperation of the municipality of Ampelokipi-Menemeni
on the Project):
with a Roma woman philologist from the Romani community
of Agios Nektarios/ Dendropotamos for after school classes
https://urbact.eu/si
of Ampelokipi-Menemeni within the Stay Tuned project.
tes/default/files/am
● Cooperation that reflects a view against anti-gypsism and
pelokipi_oif_final.p
creates channels of communication and future collaboration
df
with Roma community members as professionals who have
the necessary qualifications
● Empowerment of the Roma woman philologist that took part
in the project as a teacher. In her case and her collaboration
with the municipality, Romani origin was an advantage.
● Focus on professional qualifications and not on origin.
● Promoting a positive social representation of the Roma in the
non-Roma society.
● Reducing the distance between municipality and Roma
community members.
Implications for the project:
●
●
●
●

Highlighting Roma female role models.
Active role of municipalities in breaking down stereotypes.
Support and utilization of Roma women scholars in the
frame of community projects.
Engagement of Roma teachers in the education of Roma and
especially non-Roma students.
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Source:

Main Findings:

https://idoalliance.eu/el/arxiki
/

·

Absence of Roma women from government bodies

·

Providing knowledge to willing young Roma men and
women, who have completed compulsory education, in
order to develop skills in matters of governance and
operation of Local Government bodies.

·

Active involvement of young educated Roma women in
local government issues.

·

Cooperation of young people with representatives of local
authorities in a context of equity

Implications for the project:
●

Projection of a positive, vivid "opposite example", which will
challenge the established certainties against the Roma.
● Reward and support of Roma trainees and especially women
on the one hand as a recognition of their conquests, on the
other as a means of avoiding the risk of automation with the
possibility of social regression to reinforce social exclusion.
● Signing of a protocol of regional alliance
(ΠΡΩΤΟΚΟΛΛΟ ΔΙΑΠΕΡΙΦΕΡΕΙΑΚΗΣ ΣΥΜΜΑΧΙΑΣ Ι)
● Support and guidance in public speaking articulation

Source:
Roma
Political
School by AID

Main Findings:
●
●

Absence of Roma women in public bodies
Absence of knowledge about civic issues

Implication for the Project:
Workshops/ meetings for:
·
women' empowerment
● women as active citizens
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Experience of discrimination of Roma women
GREECE

Source:

Macris, V. (2015). Romani
peoples’ resistance to
mainstream schooling: A
focus on Romani woman
and girls’ education and the
educational
policies,
barriers, and practices in
Greece. Alberta Journal of
Educational
Research,
61(4), 449-464.

Main findings:
●

Roma women experience gender based discrimination not only
in society but also internally within their communities. (Macris
2015:457).

●

In school environments, triple discrimination—being a female, a
Roma, and a child—of female students increases the risk of
peer violence against them, but also increases the risk of
violence by school staff (Antonopoulou, 2011 in Macris
2015:458)

●

The role of patriarchal schemes within the community is a key
factor of Roma women’s oppression and is absent from the
agenda of Roma non-governmental organisation. (Macris
2015:460)

Implications for the project:
●

It is important to underscore women’s rights and gender
perspectives in policy making by perhaps designating a
women’s rights and gender adviser to all policy-making bodies
concerned with Roma, suggests Antonopoulou (2011). (Macris
2015).

●

One good example is the Roma Women’s association “Elpida”
(Hope) because of the active participation of Roma women in
their community by organizing meetings to talk about
community problems, involving their husbands, attending city
council meetings and demanding to participate actively in the
decision-making processes. (Macris 2015:460)
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Source:
Dragonas, T. (2012). Roma
mothers and their young
children.
Unpublished
report. The Hague: Bernard
Van Leer Foundation

Main findings:
·

Roma women are excluded from many areas of social,
institutional and political life in comparison with the
majority women and even the Roma men.
(Dragonas 2012:19)
·

Violations of the rights of Roma women have remained
largely undocumented. (Dragonas 2012:20).

·

Most Roma women have no access to the labour market. In
their most productive years they do not work either
because their husband forbids them to do so, or they have
dependents to care for and too many children to bring up,
or, simply, cannot find a job. ( Dragonas 2012:22).

·

Women’s lives seem to have changed only very slightly
after so many years’ of various state interventions, and
funds that have been spent on programs targeting the
Roma.

·

There is a glaring lack of non-discrimination and equality
measures. Only two out of the 45 programmers reported
here are addressed to Roma women (:43).
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Implications for the project:
●

In order to succeed in reversing the vicious circle of
marginalization, there is need of securing adult family
members’ employment, providing legal housing and decent
living conditions […] (:23).
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Source:

Main findings:

Velesiotou,
A.
(2016),
“Reforming the Social
Organizations of the Local
Authorities: Implementing
a pilot action for Roma
women, by the Women’s
Centre of Karditsa, at the
Municipality of Karditsa,
Postgraduate Paper

·

Roma women are a dynamic population group, which is
deeply experienced ingrained perceptions and stereotypes
and is not satisfactorily approached at the level of actions
and / or strategy, both at national and local level

·

Social Policy is implemented by all levels of Local
Government and by institutions, but also by social or
voluntary organisations , NGOs, Church, Active citizens.
Many of these agencies address it population group, with
similar actions and overlapping actions.

·

Illiteracy among Roma women is almost general. A number
factors justify the fact: living conditions, lack of school near
them, dropping out of school, moving families, stereotypes
of race and the position of girls, the structure of the
patriarchal family and the role of the woman in it, the
traditional family roles they create additional exclusion
mechanisms for Roma women, early marriages.

·

Low educational level, high percentages of irregular
attendance and early school leaving, high rates of
unemployment and few employment opportunities deprive
Roma women and girls from realistic possibilities for
integration and full participation in society

●

there is a lack of trust by Roma Women towards to the general
population, because of the racism, discrimination etc

●

Roma women face more racism, discrimination than men both
inside the community and outside
·

●

Roma families and society are paternalistic

Women's role in the family is degraded
·

Roma are a population with a special tradition. The
cohesive bonds between them helped them to overcome
problems of exclusion, cultural assimilation (G. Exarchos,
1997)

·

the position of Roma woman into the family, must be seen
also an important parameter for the action planning
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Implications for the project:
·

Coordination of existing services and actions, in order to
address overlaps and sometimes competing interventions,
which are supervised or implemented by different
organizations, is considered absolutely necessary.

·

implementation of programs for the social, educational and
professional empowerment of women

·

Appropriate approach: the "key" is understanding, building
trust, the goal of building relationships, the development
of practices based on the women needs and women
participation in the action planing

·

training programs for women in the field of social life, civil
and women rights
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Source:
Papakonstantinou,
T.
(2016), Investigation of the
views of Roma Women
towards the importance of
Education in their life and
the obstacles / motives
they face, Postgraduate
Paper

Main findings:
·

Roma value system puts women in a degraded - limited
role and is determined to a great extent by the men of the
family while women's priority is taking care of the home
and children

·

Unemployment of Roma women and underemployment
make them dependent on men and are causes for their
oppression, as they are obliged to accept many inequalities
and "provisions" on the part of men (Dousas, 1997)

·

family obligations of women of all ages in every family
and traditions are ultimately the brakes on their education.
Modern Roma women have understood the pros and cons
of their race mentality, which is why they want to change
at least everything related to marriage at a young age,
premarital relationships, the position of women in the
family, etc. . They want to follow the modern ways of life
and get rid of the prejudices of times that apply to them
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Source:
Kotrotsiou,
S.,
Gourgoulianis, K., Gouva,
M., & Skenteris, N. (2014).
Age and Gender as
Determinants
of
Psychological Health for
Roma People in Greece.
International Journal of
Caring Sciences, 7(3), 873.

Main Findings:
·

Focusing in gender differences, this study confirms that
Romani women experience lower achievement in
education than Romani men and non-Romani women (as
state data demonstrates), with no significant progress over
the years.

·

They are also less engaged in formal employment and
consequently more financially dependent from men.

·

There is tremendous need for gender-responsive policies
that address intersectional discrimination, such as that
experienced by Romani women, especially in the area of
education and employment.

·

The study shows that interventions are not in vain thus
they should be continued as far as possible, while it is a big
challenge to generalize and extend this interventions to
older persons as well.

Implications:
● Positive role models and interventions in the direction of
supporting young women by the society surrounding them
should be addressed.
Source:

Main findings:
·
30 awareness-gatherings for Roma women were foreseen.
https://pjpThese gatherings touch upon different topics of relevance
eu.coe.int/en/web/accessto the target communities, such as the role of human rights
to-justice-for-romainstitutions, domestic violence, discrimination, relevant
women/greece
services available, among others. They aim at informing
and empowering Roma women to claim their rights and
JUSTROM 2
make use of existing services.
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Implications for the project:
●

Awareness -raising gatherings with Roma women

●

Meetings among public and community representatives

Source: Roma Political Main findings:
School II by Roma Women
Association
of
·
Roma women are subject to multiple discrimination on the
Dendropotamos
grounds of sex as well as origin.
https://www.facebook.com
/pg/%CE%A3%CF%8D%CE%
BB%CE%BB%CE%BF%CE%B
3%CE%BF%CF%82%CE%93%CF%85%CE%BD%
CE%B1%CE%B9%CE%BA%C
F%8E%CE%BD%CE%A1%CE%BF%CE%BC%
CE%AC%CE%98%CE%B5%CF%83%
CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%C
E%BF%CE%BD%CE%AF%CE
%BA%CE%B7%CF%82Roma-Women-Association113400256805877/posts/

·

The fact that it is implemented by a women's association
gives a message for the emancipation of women.

Implications for the project:
·

EUROPEA Source:
N LEVEL
Kotrotsiou,
S.,
Gourgoulianis, K., Gouva,
M., & Skenteris, N. (2014).
Age and Gender as
Determinants
of

Providing knowledge to participants to use methodological
tools, to be able to find decisions in Diavgeia or opengov.gr,
to seek elected positions

Main findings:
Roma are discriminated against across Europe and have a
significantly worse health and education profile when
compared with non-Roma (Milcher, 2006, Holt, 2005, Rechel, et
al., 2009).
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Psychological Health for Implications for the project:
Roma People in Greece.
International Journal of
Caring Sciences, 7(3), 873.
Source:
Andrei, R., Martinidis, G., &
Tkadlecova, T. (2014).
Challenges faced by Roma
women in Europe on
education,
employment,
health and housing-focus
on
Czech
Republic,
Romania
and
Greece.
Balkan
Social
Science
Review, 4, 323-351.

Main findings:
● Discrimination against Roma women has a structural and
pervasive character, deeply rooted in the history and practices
of many European cultures and communities, and
impregnating all sectors and areas throughout their lives
(: 324).
● There are also limits to education as a mean to women’s
empowerment, in the absence of a gender-awareness system
and curricula.
● Positive steps have been taken in the last years to address the
issue of Roma women discrimination (:326).

Implications for the project:
·

Prioritization of Roma-related issues and of the
empowerment of women on the international agenda.

· Focus of the national projects is on self-employment and
entrepreneurship by providing business skills training and
promoting traditional Roma crafts (UNDP, 2006). (:327)

United Kingdom:
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UK

Source:

Main findings:
● There is no lack of aspiration from Gypsy and Traveller
Tackling
inequalities
parents for their children, but, for some, formal education
faced by Gypsy, Roma
is not seen as a part of those aspirations.
and
Traveller
● This means that it is too easy for the education system to
communitieshttps://publ
write off the potential of Gypsy and Traveller children,
ications.parliament.uk/p
enabling prejudice to continue.
a/cm201719/cmselect/c
● The ability to access high-quality education sets the
mwomeq/360/reportcourse for the future success of every young person. In
files/36008.htm
the case of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people, a poor start
in education may be the catalyst for many other
inequalities that we have heard about throughout this
inquiry.

Implications for the project:
● Evidence, the barriers for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
children in education are severe. Tackling poor
educational attainment is vital to tackling other
inequalities facing the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities.

Source: Ofsted Report

Main findings:
● The report summarises how three local authorities and 11
schools have been working to meet the needs of Roma
https://assets.publishing.
children from Eastern Europe. It identifies key issues and
service.gov.uk/governme
barriers and provides case studies of good practice.
nt/uploads/system/uploa
ds/attachment_data/file
/430866/Overcoming_ba Implications for the project:
● This survey aimed to get a more accurate assessment of:
rriers_the barriers to educational engagement and attainment
_ensuring_that_Roma_c
that Roma pupils experience the challenges faced by
hildren_are_fully_engag
particular schools and local authorities in supporting a
ed_and_achieving_in_ed
high number of Roma pupils who typically are new to
ucation.pdf
speaking English the strategies employed successfully by
local authorities and schools to support Roma pupils,
independently or in partnership with others, that might
be transferable to other contexts.
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UK

Source:
Main findings:
A Good Practice Guide
for improving outcomes
● This report outlines good practice in relation to GRT
for Gypsy, Roma and
children in early years, primary and secondary school
Traveller Children in
education, as reported by families, educationalists and
education
schools.
● It also presents the findings of a three-year education and
https://travellermoveme
advocacy project, funded by Esmée Fairbairn. In carrying
nt.org.uk/phocadownloa
out this research we examined the following:
d/TTM%20Good%20Prac
● ASKS: • What are successful schools doing to encourage
tice%20Guide%20Educati
participation and cohesion? • What do GRT parents feel
on_web.pdf
works for them? • How do schools address racist bullying?
• How can other schools learn from these examples of
good practice? • What should the government be doing
to raise the attainment of GRT pupils?
Implications for the project:
●

Source:
The underrepresentation
of Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller pupils in higher
education A report on
barriers from early years
to secondary and beyond
Ellie Mulcahy, Sam Baars,
Kate Bowen-Viner and
Loic Menzies

https://www.cfey.org/w
p-

As stated by the Department for Education and Skills in
2003, ‘working towards and achieving good practice in the
education of Gypsy Traveller pupils is the responsibility of
everyone within the education system – DfES, LEAs,
schools, teachers, governors, the Traveller Education
Support Services, parents and pupils10.’ However, in
practice this no longer proves to be the case, with parents
and children left outside of decision-making processes,
and additional support services are virtually non-existent.

Main findings:
●

●

The report aims to provide educators and practitioners
with a thorough review of Gypsies, Roma and Travellers’
underrepresentation in HE, focusing primarily on existing
barriers while beginning to consider next steps and
solutions for addressing these issues.
The report draws together findings from: existing
literature; a roundtable of practitioners, academics and
members of Gypsy and Traveller communities; in depth
interviews with practitioners and Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller students and graduates; as well as pupil focus
groups with Roma pupils, Gypsy pupils and Irish Traveller
pupils.
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content/uploads/2017/0 Implications for the project:
7/KINGWIDE_28494_pro
of3.pdf
● GRT pupils have the lowest attainment in compulsory
schooling of all ethnic groups. Poor attainment in school
gradually reduces a young person HE options and barriers
to educational attainment in school are likely to intensify
in relation to HE. Therefore, to understand and address
underrepresentation in HE it is necessary to explore
barriers to school success as well as specific barriers to HE
access.

Participation in early childhood education and compulsory schooling:
UK

Source:
Klaus, S. and Siraj, I. (2020)
‘Improving Roma participation in
European early childhood
education systems through
cultural brokering’.
London Review of Education
, 18 (1):
50–64.
https://doi.org/10.18546/LRE.18.
1.04

Main findings:
●

This article presents evidence from two
qualitative studies that explore the impact of
employing Roma in early childhood settings.
The first, a survey conducted in the 21
European countries with the largest Roma
populations, establishes current hiring trends
and motivations for hiring Roma early
childhood education staff, and estimates that
at least 40,000 additional Roma staff are
needed
to
ensure their proportionate
representation in the workforce.
The second uses case study methodology to
capture learning from Serbia and the UK,
where introducing Roma assistants is helping to
bridge cultural barriers to Roma participation in
early education.

(11) (PDF) Improving Roma
●
participation in European early
childhood education systems
through cultural
brokering.
Available
from:
https://www.researchgate.net/p
ublication/340141851_Improvin
g_Roma_participation_in_Europ Implications for the project:
● Article concludes with the observation that the
ean_early_childhood_education
social inclusion of Roma will also require
_systems_through_cultural_brok
interventions that start well before children
ering [accessed Mar 30 2021].
enter formal education.
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Source:
Main findings:
FROM
SEGREGATION
TO
INCLUSION- Roma Education
● Literature and research reports on the situation of
Fund
Roma in the education systems in the Czech
Republic and Slovakia, which have been
conducted and published by various organisations
https://www.romaeducationfun
including the Roma Education Fund, were
d.org/wpreviewed. This desk research was combined with
content/uploads/2019/05/ref_uk
field research undertaken by Equality between
_report_nov2011_screen_single
June and August 2011 at eight locations in
pages.pdf
England: Leicester, Chatham, Rotherham,
Wolverhampton, Southendon-Sea, Peterborough,
London, and Derby. During the pilot research, 61
Czech or Slovak Roma students, 28 Roma parents,
and 25 school or other education staff were
interviewed.
Implications for the project:
●

●

The findings of the study demonstrate that
educating Roma children in special or de facto
segregated schools in the Czech Republic and
Slovakia is not justified by their educational,
social, or cognitive abilities as all of the Roma
children who participated in this research, and
had been sent to special, or de facto segregated
schools in Slovakia and the Czech Republic, were
successfully studying in mainstream schools in the
UK. Therefore, all levels of Czech government
should act and take practical measures to
implement, without further delay, the 2007
judgement by the European Court of Human
Rights. The Czech government should ensure that
meeting their legal obligation is a priority.
This pilot research should be developed into a
substantial scientific survey in the UK covering all
national groups of Roma, now that the
methodology has been piloted and important
initial findings are now available.
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UK

Source: [add
reference]

hyperlink

or Main findings:
●

Roma families’ engagement
with education and other
services in Glasgow Dr Daniela
Sime and Dr Giovanna Fassetta,
University of Strathclyde Dr
Michele McClung, Glasgow City
Council
https://pureportal.strath.ac.uk
/filesasset/39688102/Sime_etal_ro
ma_families_engagement_with
_education.pdf

●

This study focuses on the lives of Roma families
living in the Govanhill area of Glasgow, arrived in
Scotland since 2004. The report examines their
family and community life and focuses on their
engagement with public services, especially in
relation to children’s education.
A report by Glasgow City Council in 2013
identified Roma children’s low achievement
overall and very low attendance. Building on work
already available on Roma families in Glasgow
(Poole and Adamson, 2008; Grill, 2012), this study
aimed to identify: What are Roma families’ needs
and experiences in relation to key services
(education, health, leisure); What are the main
challenges for services in working with Roma
families; What are Roma children and parents’
expectations of schools and cultural attitudes to
formal education; Which factors influence Roma
families' engagement with public services; How
can barriers in Roma children’s achievement be
tackled.

Implications for the project:
● The very low achievement levels of Roma children
have been widely reported (Peček et al., 2008;
Roma Education Fund, 2011 a). Since most EU
states do not disaggregate data on ethnicity, most
data on Roma children are however approximate.
● Based on the data available, only 64% of the Roma
school-aged children attend school in Romania (as
opposed to 98.9% in the overall population) and
of these, about half do not continue to secondary
(Roma Education Fund, 2012). In Slovakia, data
does not exist on the Roma school-aged children
who are not in education and from those who
attend, about two thirds drop out before
secondary school (Roma Education Fund, 2011 b).
● The overall levels of achievement of Roma
children are much lower that the OECD average.
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Source:
Educational Equality for Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller Children
and Young People in the UK
https://www.equalrightstrust.o
rg/ertdocumentbank/ERR8_Bri
an_Foster_and_Peter_Norton.
pdf

Main findings:
● This article provides evidence that, in the field of
education,
Gypsy,
Roma
and
Traveller
communities suffer manifestly unequal outcomes.
Drawing particularly on the authors’ first hand
experience of working to advance educational
equality for these communities in one area of
London, the article explores some of the reasons
why this is the case, highlighting the day-to-day
experiences of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
families.
Implications for the project:
● Highlights efforts that have been made to improve
outcomes. It concludes by considering the
emerging policies of the current Coalition
Government and attempts to assess their likely
impact on equalities.

Participation in superior educational levels:

UK

More than luck: enabling access Main findings:
and success in Higher Education
for Gypsy, Romany and Traveller
● This report helps by showing the facts of the
(GRT) communities
matter in relation to educational progression by
GRT young people.
https://www.educationopportun
● It makes clear recommendations, both nationally
ities.co.uk/wpand for higher education institutions in London.
content/uploads/GRT_report_A
The recommendations are practical, and,
ugust_2020-Split.pdf
intriguingly, do not in many cases call for an
injection of funds.
● The challenge is to adapt existing access plans
and improve awareness, measurement and
reporting. It is also suggested that the Mayor of
London should convene a task force.
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Implications for the project:
●

Source:
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller: the
UK’s Forgotten Higher Education
Minority A response to the
Commons Select Committee on
Tackling Inequalities faced by
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities

Main findings:
●

●
By:
Academic researchers of
higher education based in the
Centre for Higher Education and
Equity Research (CHEER) at the
University of Sussex, UK.

https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webte

This report examines whether the advent of
greater policy focus in recent years on the interconnected social inequalities that GRT
communities are subject to, together with
changes in how widening access work is
delivered and regulated has led to such work
with this group increasing. In the light of the
impact of Covid-19 on education it will point to
the need for a specific focus on GRT
communities if any tangible progress is to be
made in increasing the participation of GRT
learners in HE.

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities are
significantly under-represented as a minority
group in higher education in the UK. GRT
communities are often excluded from widening
participation
policies,
strategies
and
interventions for inclusion and support of underrepresented groups in UK higher education.
There is an urgent need to provide national
direction and impetus for widening access,
supporting retention and enabling the
achievement of GRT students in UK higher
education. Knowledge exchange/policy learning
could be promoted between the UK and Central
and Eastern Europe on how to encourage,
support and prepare GRT communities to enter
higher education in the UK.
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am/gateway/file.php?name=polic Implications for the project:
y-brief--gypsy-roma-and-traveller● Current policy guidance from the Office for Fair
the-uks-forgotten-he-minorityAccess (OFFA) requires education institutions to
2017.pdf&site=41
consider targeting additional groups in their
Access Agreements such as ‘students from
Gypsy and Traveller communities’ who are
‘currently
under-represented
and/or
disadvantaged in higher education at a national
level’ (OFFA, 2016, p. 13). This statement
acknowledges a policy and academic concern
around ensuring that widening access funding
and initiatives target the most marginalised
minorities. However, the requirement only to
‘consider’ does not represent a strong enough
impetus or intervention agenda for higher
education institutions to support the inclusion of
Gypsies, Travellers and Roma in UK higher
education.

Participation of Roma women in lifelong learning activities

UK

·
Main Findings:
Roma
Women’s
Higher
● Drawing on interviews with 5 Roma women
Education Participation: Whose
students,
this
paper
unpacks
the
Responsibility? Tamsin Hintoncontradictions between desiring access to HE
Smith1 Emily Danvers and Tanja
for individual self-betterment and concurrent
Jovanovic
pulls towards educating for the wider benefit
of ‘improving’ Roma communities. Using
http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/id/eprint
Ahmed’s (2012) work on institutional
/65701/1/__smbhome.uscs.susx.
belonging, we explore the specifically
ac.uk_dm50_Desktop_Roma%20
gendered nature of these narratives in how
Womens%20Higher%20Educatio
‘doubly’ marginalised bodies are positioned as
n%20Participation.pdf
outsiders, in receipt of an educational gift.
Implications for the project:
● This paper focuses on the pertinence of gender
in shaping Roma women’s higher educational
experiences as well as how students negotiate
expectations of individual and collective
responsibility pertaining to their HE
participation.

124

Source:
Supporting Roma Voices

Main findings:
● The Supporting Roma Voice project has aimed
to address emerging knowledge gaps in the
way in which the inclusion of migrant Roma in
the UK is being addressed.
● A total of 159 people participated in 19 focus
groups, which took place in the following
locations: Glasgow, Leicester, London,
Oldham, Salford and Sheffield.

By:Philip Brown, Daniel Allen,
Sindy Czureja, Liviu Dinu, Szymon
Glowacki, Gabi Hesk, Sylvia
Ingmire, Philip Martin, Orsolya
Orsos Maria Palmai & Terezia
Rostas December 2016
https://www.mhcc.nhs.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/Suppor Implications for the project:
● Although the inclusivity of the UK education
ting-Roma-Voices-Dec-2016.pdf
system was welcomed when compared to the
discrimination experienced in their countries
of origin, Roma migrants had mixed views
about the quality of education being provided
to them in certain schools.
Anti-immigration (Anti-Gypsyism) discourse

UK

Combating Institutional Anti- Main Findings:
Gypsyism
Responses
and
● The report further draws conclusions and
promising practices in the EU and
provides a set of policy recommendations for
selected Member States Sergio
EU and national policy-makers to effectively
Carrera, Iulius Rostas & Lina
combat anti-Gypsyism.
Vosyliūtė
● The authors highlight that discussions on
antiGypsyism should focus not only on its
https://core.ac.uk/downl
definition, but on the actual outputs of
oad/pdf/148913474.
current national and EU policies and a more
pdf
robust application of EU rule of law and
fundamental rights monitoring and reporting
mechanisms
Implications for the project:
● A key proposal put forward is to expand the
scope of the EU Framework for National Roma
Integration Strategies to become the EU
Framework for National Roma Inclusion and
Combating Anti-Gypsyism and to equip it with
the necessary authority and means to tackle
systematic and institutional manifestations of
anti-Gypsyism.
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Source:
Roma migration, anti-migrant
sentiment and social integration: A
case study in South-east England
David Smith Anglia Ruskin
University, UK

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
pdf/10.1177/0269094218766456

Main findings:
● This article explores the settlement and
residential patterns of Slovakian Roma
migrants in Chatham, Kent where a significant
number have been moving since the mid2000s.
● The discussion highlights the relationship
between
the
participants’
migratory
strategies, social ties and settlement patterns
in the UK and the increasingly diverse
intergenerational experiences of life in their
adopted hometown.
Implications for the project:
● Vertovec’s (2006) notion of ‘hyper-diversity’ is
used to frame the analysis allowing for a shift
away from homogenising categories that
conceive of Roma as being qualitatively
‘different’ to other migrant populations and
towards the generationally specific hybrid
group dynamics that evolve at the grassroots
level (Tremlett, 2014).

UK

Source:

Main findings:
●

https://www.transformingsociety
.co.uk/2020/12/14/antigypsyism-and-its-hidden-links-tomental-health/

The compounded harm of race hatred directed
towards the GTR communities remains
unacknowledged and this pilot project report
contributes significantly to filling this gap and
improving our understanding of suicidal and
parasuicidal behaviour in these vulnerable
populations.

Implications for the project:
● A common thread in this marginalisation is
‘anti-Gypsyism’, which is a specific form of
racism towards Gypsies and Roma centred on
tropes such as criminality and cultural
dysfunctionality; it is a distinct form of racism
against Roma that is both similar to, different
from and intertwined with many other types
of racism.
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Source:
'Gypsy Invasion': A critical analysis
of newspaper reaction to Czech
and Slovak Romani asylumseekers in Britain, 1997
December 2000Romani Studies
5(10):23-47
DOI: 10.3828/rs.2000.2

Main findings:
●

The reactions these families received from
most sections of the British press were vitriolic
and overtly hostile. It is this newspaper
coverage that will be un-packed, examined
and critically discussed in this article.
Importantly, we regard the newspaper texts
not simply as material for a contemporary case
study, but as an object of analysis which is
both a product of a particular historical
moment, and simultaneously a recent
manifestation of a longer historical project to
construct Roma people in censuring and
censorious ways.

Implications for the project:
●

The analysis reveals very little of the struggles
and experiences of these asylum-seekers, but
everything about British xenophobia, antiGypsyism, and the (a) British way of life.

Experience of discrimination of Roma women

UK

Source:
Main findings:
Gypsy, Traveller and Roma:
Experts by Experience Reviewing
● The research examined the experiences of
UK Progress on the European
Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people in five key
Union Framework for National
areas:
discrimination,
accommodation,
Roma Integration Strategies
education, health and employment.
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https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/D Implications for the project:
ocuments/college-socialsciences/social● There is very limited data on the educational
policy/iris/2014/Experts-byexperiences and attainment of Roma children
Experience--JRTF-Report-Octand young people in the UK. In Eastern
2014.pdf
Europe,
Roma
children
have
been
disproportionately placed in segregated or
special schools.
● A small-scale research study conducted in the
UK found that the majority of the Roma
students who had previously been sent to
segregated or special schools in their countries
of origin had successfully completed their
education in mainstream schools in the UK.
Source:
Discrimination
against
childbearing Romani women in
maternity care in Europe: a
mixedmethods systematic review
Watson, Helen L. and Downe, Soo
Available
at
http://clok.uclan.ac.uk/16763/

Main findings:
●

Objective: To review the published evidence
on discrimination against Romani women in
maternity care in Europe, and on interventions
to address this.

Implications for the project:
●

Results: Nine hundred papers were identified;
three qualitative studies and seven sources of
grey literature met the review criteria. These
revealed that many Romani women encounter
barriers to accessing maternity care. Even
when they are able to access care, they can
experience discriminatory mistreatment on
the basis of their ethnicity, economic status,
place of residence or language. The grey
literature revealed some health professionals
held underlying negative beliefs about Romani
women. There were no published research
studies examining the effectiveness of
interventions to address discrimination against
Romani women and their infants in Europe.
The Roma Health Mediation Programme is a
promising intervention identified in the grey
literature.
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Source:
The last acceptable form of
racism?
The
pervasive
discrimination and prejudice
experienced by Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller communities

Main findings:
●

●

https://travellermovement.org.u
k/phocadownload/userupload/eq
uality-human-rights/lastacceptable-form-of-racismtraveller-movement-report.pdf

This report explores Gypsy, Roma, Traveller
(GRT) people’s experience of prejudice and
discrimination based on an online survey of 214
community members from across the UK.
The Commission for Racial Equality previously
described discrimination against GRT people as
“the last respectable form of racism”,i while a
more recent report by the Equality and Human
Rights Commission highlighted that GRT people
continue to face bias and hostility in society.

Implications for the project:
● This survey sheds new light on the extent of
that experience of discrimination and prejudice
in areas such as education, employment,
healthcare and access to services. It also reveals
the full extent to which hate crime impacts on
community members everyday lives, the coping
mechanisms they use, and how likely they are
to seek help.
Source:
Hate: “As regular as rain” A pilot
research project into the
psychological effects of hate
crime on Gypsy, Traveller and
Roma (GTR) communities A
report commissioned by GATE
HERTS and funded by the
Ministry
of
Housing,
Communities
and
Local

Main findings:
●

Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people have the
worst outcomes of any ethnic group in Britain in
relation to educational attainment, health and
employment. They are also disproportionately
represented within the criminal justice system.
There are higher mortality rates and
(anecdotally reported) incidences of suicide
within GTR communities than are found
amongst the wider British population.
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Government (MHCLG) ©Carol Implications for the project:
Rogers Margaret Greenfields and
● Half of all mental health problems are identified
Carol Rogers December 2020
by the age of fourteen, rising to 75% by the age
of twenty-four. Currently one in four adults and
http://bucks.ac.uk/__data/assets
one in ten children in the UK have diagnosable
/pdf_file/0028/54649/Rainmental health problems.
Report.pdf
● These risks are exacerbated by a range of social
risk factors including poverty, unemployment,
lower educational attainment, insecure or poor
quality accommodation and extreme stress
(PHE, 2019), highlighting that, as with many
other aspects of their lives, GTR communities
are as a population more vulnerable to mental
ill health and accordingly the higher suicide risk
associated with mental illness.

